
Albatros

Embark on a thrilling global adventure with Ella and Tom! Join them as they journey 

to enchanting destinations around the world, all thanks to their magical diary. This book is filled 

with captivating stories and fascinating facts about each location. Come discover the wonders of 

different cultures, landmarks, and traditions, while sparking your child’s curiosity and imagination. 

Get ready to explore, learn, and be inspired by Ella and Tom’s extraordinary travels!
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VACATIONS

Hello, little reader. Welcome to your new book about Vacations around the world. 
Together with Ella and Tom, we’ll take a journey around an interesting place on 

our planet. We will learn basic information and also some tips about each country.
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An Around-the-World Adventure

Let’s go on an adventure around the world.
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SEASIDE, AUSTRALIA
But one day, the wind was blowing too strongly for snorkeling. So they decided to stay 
at home and explore the spooky attic. Everything was covered with a thick layer of dust. 
The boys found a box of old toy cars, and Ella discovered an old travel book. As Ella and 
Alfonso’s vacation came to an end, the trio would lie in hammocks and brainstorm how 
to get to their friends across the globe. As Ella flipped through a travel book she’d found, 
a page about a theme park in Orlando, Florida, caught her eye. “Wow! Look at this,” she said. 
“I’ve been begging my parents forever to take me there!” Alonso announced. Orlando had 
a ton of exciting attractions like Disney World, Legoland, and a giant park full of water 
slides. But where Alfonso wanted to go most in Orlando was Universal Studios so he could 
meet all his favorite superheroes. The friends fixed their gazes on the pictures in the book, 
held hands, took a deep breath, and then closed their eyes.

Ella and Alfonso convinced their parents to let them 
spend a month vacationing in Australia with Tom. 
They wanted to improve their English, and with Tom 

as their guide, this was the perfect way. The three friends were having an incredible time 
. . . except for one thing. They thought they would be able to use their magic key rings to 
go and visit the new friends they had made all across the world. Unfortunately, the rings 
didn’t work. Instead, they learned to surf, watched crocodiles at feeding time, went to 
a national park to feed the kangaroos, visited the sacred Mount Uluru, and watched whales 
frolic in the beautiful waves. But their absolute favorite way to spend their time was going 
snorkeling with all the colorful fish.
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AUSTRALIA FLORIDA

Australia is home to the saltwater crocodile, 
the largest reptile in the world. At nearly 

20 feet long, it weighs over a ton.

capital city: Canberra
population: 26 million
national language: English

capital city: Tallahassee
population: 21 million
main language: English

Australia is one of the best places to 
watch whales. They are often accompanied 
by dolphins. Many volunteers are involved 
in rescuing whales.

Jumping Crocodiles

The Great Barrier Reef is a diver's paradise, although 
part of it is strictly protected and only accessible to 
scientific expeditions. The marine life is full of corals, 

fish, turtles, jellyfish, seahorses, and more.

This is the easiest way to see Australia’s wild 
animals. You can even get up close 

to kangaroos and koalas.

Cleland Wildlife Park

The iconic symbol of the Disney theme park 
is Cinderella's Castle. Its silhouette appears before 
every Disney film. In addition to roller coasters, 

carousels, and boat rides, park visitors can experience 
a nighttime laser show, and fireworks.

The theme park's rides, roller coasters, and live 
shows are inspired by film and television. You can 

visit the Wizarding World of Harry Potter, 
as well as Jurassic Park.

Universal Studios

Legoland
It has rides, shows, and a water park inspired 

by Lego. You can also see Lego models of famous
landmarks and important buildings 

from all over the world. 

Disney World Resort

Whale Watching Tour

Great Barrier Reef Snorkeling
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COLOSSEUM, ROME, ITALY

Ella, Tom, and Alfonso couldn’t believe their eyes . . . 
Suddenly, they were standing right in the middle of 
the Roman Colosseum! This is going to be so boring,” 
whined Alfonso. “Was this your choice, Ella?” Tom asked 

her. Ella smiled and nodded. “What a great idea!” Tom said with excitement. He loved learning about 
history and had always wanted to come here. The friends began to walk around. On information 
boards, there were facts all about the Colosseum and its legendary history. It had been used mainly 
for gladiator fights and executions. Alfonso gulped as he read further. Some people were thrown into 
the Colosseum and made to fight lions, avoid being trampled by elephants, and even wrestle with 
animals. The Colosseum’s nickname was “The Roman arena of death.” 

Some historians believe that between 700,000 to and 1.4 million people died there. 
Also, nearly one million animals were killed in the fights, which led to the extinction of some 
species in the Roman Empire. “Wow! This is intense!” Alfonso said. Ella and Tom agreed. 
“I’m sure glad we don’t have Colosseum’s like this anymore. People need to treat each other 
more humanely and with kindness. People shouldn’t hurt each other,” said Ella. “Yep–and 
we should also respect each other’s different cultures,” Tom agreed. “It’s also important to 
listen to what other people have to say and keep an open mind,”  Alfonso added. Although 
the Colosseum was very interesting, there was a seriousness to it. They knew it was important 
to learn about things like this to make sure it never happened again. As the sun began to set 
over the Colosseum, Ella pulled out the travel book and opened it to a page full of pictures 
with ice and snow. “Are we ready for a change of scenery?” she asked with a smirk 
as everything began to spin.
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THE GREAT PyRAMIDS, 

GIZA, EGYPT

It was completely dark. The friends couldn’t see 
a thing. “Oh, no. Where are we?” Alfonso said shakily. 
“Um – when the book opened, I think I saw a picture 
of Egypt,” Ella said reluctantly. Suddenly, a bark broke 

through the dark, startling the kids. “No way! Meggie traveled with us!” Tom said, amazed. 
He reached into his pocket and found his tiny flashlight. “It’s good to always be prepared,” he told 
his friends. As soon as the light was on, Tom saw Meggie wagging her tail. “Meggie,” Tom said, “can 
you help us get out of here?” He petted her head, and she began to sniff. The children followed 
her through a bunch of long tunnels until one emptied out into a windowless chamber. 
In the middle of it was an old sarcophagus (a stone coffin) completely covered with dust. Alfonso’s 
eyes lit up. “Let’s get closer. There might be treasure in it!” he said. “No way! This is how the ancient 
pharaohs were buried. Haven’t you ever heard stories about mummies?” Ella warned. Tom agreed 
with her. “But those are just stories,” Alfonso insisted. Just then, out of the blue, a huge rumbling 
sound filled the chamber. Covering their ears, they high-tailed it out of there with Meggie leading 
the way. They began dashing back through the dark tunnels. Once the sound had stopped, they all 
collapsed to the floor, out of breath. Just then, a voice echoed from behind them. “What are you 
doing? You have no business being here.” The children jumped in fright.

From the darkness, a young boy appeared. “Hello, I’m Jafari. My father works here as a guide, 
and I help him out.” There are so many corridors in here. Follow me and I’ll get you outside.” 
The travelers sighed with relief. Once they were under the blazing Egyptian sun, Jafari invited 
them back to his house for a traditional Egyptian meal of falafel and hummus. “That sounds 
wonderful,” Ella said happily. “But how will we get there?” Jafari smiled and said, “We’ll ride my 
camels, of course.” Once they were climbed atop the incredible animals, he told them all about 
how the sarcophagus wasn’t a real one, and how the booming voice was a recording his father 
made for the tourists. After a delicious dinner, Ella, Tom, and Alfonso thanked Jafari and said 
goodbye. Ella opened the travel book and away they went.
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We would like to thank the talented creatives who contributed their expertise and 
creativity to this book. Without their invaluable contributions, this title would not 
have come to fruition.

First and foremost, we owe a debt of gratitude to Joli Hannah. Her creative vision 
and passion for creating an engaging learning experience for children inspired the 
inception of this book. Her belief in the power of shared reading experiences, where 
adults can discuss their own adventures, has deeply shaped the essence of this title.

We are also indebted to Kübra Teber, whose vibrant illustrations breathed life into our 
main characters and evoked a wide range of emotions. The captivating visuals they 
created add depth and resonance to the title, making it an engaging experience for 
young readers.

A special thanks goes to Sarka Novakova, whose skillful design work seamlessly 
integrated the illustrations and text, resulting in a visually appealing and 
cohesive book.

Additionally, we express our gratitude to Scott Alexander Jones, whose careful 
attention to detail ensured that this book is enjoyable for children and a captivating 
read for parents.

Lastly, we extend our warmest thanks to all the creatives involved for your hard work, 
dedication, and unwavering commitment to creating a book that will resonate with 
young readers. We hope that this book brings joy, laughter, and a myriad of positive 
emotions to all who read it, whether it be at bedtime, in the car, or in the comfort of 
a hammock.

Thank you
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