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Almost every small boy has the same big dream – 

to drive a car. Tip and Top make this dream come 

true by building their own pedal car. But how will 

it manage on the roads, with the rest of the traffic? 

This thrilling tale, set behind the wheel of a little 

car called Flash, is by celebrated Czech artist 

Vojtěch Kubašta, whose innovative pop-ups have 

given inspiration to paper engineers all over the 

world! So let’s step on it! 
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But how? The garage was full of all kinds of tools and devices, 
such as hammers, pliers, drills, screws, discarded discs and 

gears. Luckily there were also some drawings of engines and various 
plans, which boys studied carefully and they had done this, Tip 
thought hard for a while. Then he made a few sketches, showing his 
vision of the car they would make together. “Is it going to be a pedal 
car?” asked Top with disappointment. “Yes, but it’ll also be our very 
own automobile, built with our own hands,” said Tip proudly.      



W hen Tip tightened the last screw, they had a full week’s work 
behind them. “Finished!” he announced. “Now let’s go to 

the petrol station for fuel.” “Petrol station?” said Top, surprised. “But 
Flash is a pedal car!” “I said fuel, not petrol,” said Tip. When they 
reached the petrol station, a beautiful car was being filled up. Top 
looked at it with admiration. “It’s a lovely car all right,” said Tip, “but 
the gentleman didn’t make it himself. It can’t beat our car!” Then he 
bought snacks for the two of them. Only then did Top realize what 
Tip had meant by ‘fuel’. 
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