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Essential Questions

1.	 What makes a neighborhood?

2.	 Who are the community helpers in a neighborhood? 

3.	 What are the duties and responsibilities of community helpers? 

4.	 How do the places in a neighborhood make it a better place to live?  

5.	 How have community establishments and duties changed with time?

6.	 What differences can be seen in neighborhoods around the world?

Discussion Questions

Read the title and look at the cover illustrations. What do you notice? What do you expect to 
learn in this text? 

Do you notice anything interesting about the colors used by the illustrator on the cover of this 
book? 

Is there anything on the cover that is not familiar to you?

What do you see each of the people doing on the cover? Where are they going?

Can you relate any of these places or people to you or your own life? 

Browse through the text to see if this is a fiction or nonfiction text. 

How does this text look different from others you have read?

Are there any locations that you’re particularly interested in learning more about? 

What part of the community are you not familiar with or want to learn more about? 

BEFORE READING
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Discussion Questions 

Read the text carefully, paying special attention to the text features the author has provided. 
Consider the questions below as you are reading each section. 

After reading the page titled, “This is Us!” and learning about some adventures that these fri-
ends have gone through in their town, think about your own experiences with neighborhood 
friends. What are some personal stories that come to mind? 

Post Office: 
       •	 A lot goes on in the post office! What were you surprised about? 
       •	 Have you ever been to a post office? 
       •	 What do all the mailboxes have in common? How are they different?
       •	 A letter goes a long way! How is each step important?

Photo:
       •	 Who else might use a photo studio? 
       •	 Did painters in the early 19th century really lose their jobs due to the rise of 
             photography? How does this relate to modern times?  
       •	 What are cameras like today? How are they different from what they were like in the             
             past? 

Museum:
       •	 Have you ever been to a museum? What do you see there? Who did you go with? 
       •	 What kinds of behaviors are expected at a museum and why? Is there anyone in this    
             museum that may need some help with adhering to these expectations? 
       •	 Why do we need museums?
       •	 What is a repository? 
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Hairdresser: 
       •	 Is there anyone in the hair salon with a hair style most similar to yours?
       •	 Why did people wear wigs?
       •	 What is your favorite hairstyle? 
       •	 What hair tools and ornaments do you and your family members use in your house   
             hold?

Vet:
       •	 Have you ever been to a veterinarian’s office? 
       •	 What are some common types of animals your local vet might examine in your 
             community?
       •	 How might a veterinarian’s job be different in other communities? 

Library: 
       •	 What is your favorite section of the library? 
       •	 Do you have a library card? 
       •	 When was the last time you went to the library?
       •	 Libraries aren’t just for books! What other useful things can be found or done 
             in a library? 

Police:
       •	 How do police officers help the community?
       •	 What is an important number to remember in case of an emergency?
       •	 What do you notice about the different uniforms? Do you have a favorite? 

Observatory: 
       •	 What prior knowledge do you have about space? 
       •	 What is an observatory and what interesting things can be found there? 
       •	 Have you ever been to an observatory?

DURING READING
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Discussion Questions 

Now that you’ve read through the text from beginning to end, go back to reread it! Pay close 
attention to the illustrations on each page. What funny situations do you notice happening in 
each of the places that you learned about? 

What is your favorite part of your own neighborhood? 

Are there parts of your neighborhood that were not mentioned in this text? 

Why did the author think it was important to teach us about the different places in a nei-
ghborhood? How is this helpful to you? 

Fact vs. Opinion

A fact is a true statement that can be proven. An opinion is someone’s idea or feeling about 
something. 

Use the text and your own experience in your neighborhood to think of some facts and opini-
ons that are related! 

AFTER READING
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FACT OPINION

A postal worker  delivers mail to 
people in the neighborhood. 

I can see dinosaur bones at the 
museum. 

The postal worker that works in 
my neighborhood is the nicest 
person in the whole town. 

The best part of the museum is 
the dinosaur exhibit. 
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Persuasive Writing

What is your opinion? Do you think any part of the neighborhood is more important than ano-
ther? Write a persuasive writing piece to explain your opinion. Be sure to include information 
that you learned from the text to persuade your audience. 

Making Connections

Below are examples of other places in a neighborhood. 
 

Choose one place to write about. You may even think of one that hasn’t been mentioned! 
You may choose to include fun facts using other resources and information as well as what 
you already know. Don’t forget to also draw illustrations of funny situations that might take 
place in this area of your neighborhood. 

 

AFTER READING
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PLACE OF WORSHIP

GROCERY STORE

BANK

GAS STATION

SPORTS CENTER/ARENA

PARK

HOSPITAL

TRAIN STATION

BAKERY

THEATER

FIRE STATION 

SCHOOL
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Drawing

Now that you’ve learned about different places in a neighborhood, draw a map of an
imaginary neighborhood. You can give it a special name of your choosing ! 

 

AFTER READING
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