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Hello!We are bringing 
some fresh air from 
Czech and Slovak 
Republic. We found 
treasures which were 
hidden. We met great 
publishers, authors, 
designers and artists. 



Small independent publishers are 
known for the care and devotion 
they dedicate to their books. 
Usually these are small works 
full of inimitable sweetness and 
tenderness. We carefully chose 
among the titles, reviewed their 
work, listened to the stories 
behind the creative process.  
And selected the books we had 
fallen in love with.
 
Albatros Media therefore proudly 
presents MIMOTO – a selection 
of titles from Czech and Slovak 
publishers.
 
They were just patiently waiting 
to be introduced to the whole 
world. Enjoy.

Albatros
Běžíliška 
Cesta domů
Meander
Moravská galerie
Labyrint
Yinachi
65.pole
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These are the inhabitants 
of Blueberry Wood. Give 
each of them a name and 
characteristics. Think up 
a story about how they 
deal with a poacher. From 
the bottom left corner of 
a random page, pick out 
a place they can lure him to. 
And pick out an object to 
help them from the top right 
corner of a random page.

unsuccessful prince

clearing

BLUEBERRY WOOD

story_machine_blok.indd   28 11.7.2019   9:46:10

rope

promise
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dancer

rubbish dump

A FROGGY BEAUTY
Take one of these beauties and describe what 
she looks like. Imagine that she is under a curse. 
Tell her story. What did she use to be? Pick out 
a character who will rescue her, and decide how 
she will be rescued. Also pick out a place where 
this will happen. Did you know that there are over 
6000 frog species?
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crown

duel
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Specification
size 210 × 260 mm,  
140 pages, paperback, 

age 6+

RENÉ NEKUDA (b. 1986)

René Nekuda is an editor, journalist
and teacher of creative writing.
A graduate of the Literary Academy 
in Prague, he spent a study stay
at Chapman University in Los Angeles.
He gives presentations about his 
travels, writes short stories and stage 
plays and is active in voluntary work.
He is author of the bestseller Kreativní 
zápisník [A Creative Notebook] (2017) 
and is behind the Hakuna Matata
project.

THE STORY MACHINE
RENÉ NEKUDA

li t

The Story Machine opens a door to a magical world where anything
is possible. It conjures up encounters with interesting figures in
extraordinary situations, so enabling children to push at the boundaries
of their imagination. The book includes a special ‘story generator’, which,
while a story is being told, pulls characters, subjects and situations at
random from the corners of each page. Not only does this original book
hone the reader’s storytelling skills, it helps develop literacy, creativity
and the imagination. Abundantly illustrated and great fun, its tasks and
games are divided into four levels, from Beginner to Story Machine
Master. If you like, you can write, draw and stick things in the book.
For readers aged 6–12 years and their parents and grandparents.

Illustrations: Marie Urbánková, Johana Švejdíková,
Tereza Lukešová & Aneta Františka Holasová
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NEW

book hone the reader’s storytelling skills, 
it helps develop literacy, creativity and  
the imagination. Abundantly illustrated  
and great fun, its tasks and games are 
divided into four levels, from Beginner 
to Story Machine Master. 
  If you like, you can write, draw and stick 
things in the book. For readers aged 6–12 
years and their parents and grandparents.

The Story Machine
Written by René Nekuda
Illustrated by M. Urbánková, J. Švejdíková, 

T. Lukešová, A. F. Holasová

The Story Machine opens a door to a magical 
world where anything is possible. It conjures 
up encounters with interesting figures 
in extraordinary situations, so enabling 
children to push at the boundaries of their 
imagination. The book includes a special 
‘story generator’, which, while a story is 
being told, pulls characters, subjects and 
situations at random from the corners 
of each page. Not only does this original 
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AFRIC AN TALES AND STORIES 

Labyrint / Raketa

6 7

The king departed with him and his remaining servants to look for the singing pot.

When they arrived at the place, the pot was not there 
anymore, it went to hide in the trunk of a large baobab.

People immediately executed him.

When they all left, the pot 
came out of his hiding place.

And while resuscitating 
the gossip he told him: 
this time I will save you –

but if you see something next 
time, do not dare tell about 
it. Now go along, beat it!

And the gossip ran away. The 
lesson: it is important to know 
how to keep one’s mouth shut.

The disappointed king turned to the gossip: you had as all come all the 
way here for a lie, you will pay for that dearly. The gossip swore that he 
really saw the singing pot.

For the lack of evidence, however, the king ordered him killed for lying.One day a gossip 
showed up.

He eavesdropped and 
heard the singing pot.

The gossip returned to the village and announced to everyone that  
he discovered a pot that can sing.

Instead, the gossip proceeded directly to the king’s palace.

Villagers told him that they know about it but that no one  
would dare talk about it because in their village it is forbidden  
to divulge secrets. Like others, he must now keep his mouth shut.

He yelled: What is this we are hearing? A singing pot, if I am not mistaken! 
He eavesdropped again and the pot continued to sing the most beautiful songs.

Everyone heard it but no one dared tell about it because to reveal 
a secret was forbidden.

A long time ago, in one godforsaken 
village in the jungle, there was a pot, 
which sang.

THE MAGIC 
POT

A long time ago, in one godforsaken 
village in the jungle, there was a pot, 
which sang.

Everyone heard it but no one dared tell about it because to reveal 
a secret was forbidden.

One day a gossip 
showed up.

He eavesdropped and heard 
the singing pot.

He yelled: What is this we are hearing? A singing pot, if I am not mistaken! He 
eavesdropped again and the pot continued to sing the most beautiful songs.

The gossip returned to the village and announced to everyone that he 
discovered a pot that can sing.

Villagers told him that they know about it but that no one 
would dare talk about it because in their village it is forbidden 
to divulge secrets. Like others, he must now keep his mouth shut.

Instead, the gossip proceeded directly to the king’s palace.
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P OETIC, SOMEWHAT ABSURD AND IN SOME PL ACES DARK.

Such are the short folktales of this book. Most of them come out of 
traditional African folklore though, in the rendition of children storytellers, 

with a rather distinctive flavor. The texts arrived into the hands of the 
Czech artist David Böhm, in the suitcase of his sister Terezie as a stack 
of student essays from a small Central African school. The imagination 

of the Black Continent unmercifully breaks down our European preconception 
of what a folktale is supposed to look like. Somewhat shocking to children, 

it is a singularly refreshing comic strip for adults.

AFRIC AN TALES AND STORIES 

Specification
size 245 x 330 cm,  
64 pages, hardbinding, 

age 12+

African comics that are mildly shocking for  
children and decidedly refreshing for adults.  
The short tales in this book are poetic, slightly 
absurd and occasionally dark. Although most 
of them come from African folklore, their child 
storytellers have adapted them in peculiar ways. 
The stories reached artist David Böhm in the 
Czech Republic via his sister Terezie, as a stack 
of compositions from a little school in Central  
Africa. The imagination of the Dark Continent  
poses a serious challenge to our European  
idea of what makes a fairy tale.

The Silence 
of the Hippo
Written by children in Africa
Illustrated by David Böhm
Edited by Terezie Böhmová

NEW
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Specification
size 210 x 210 cm,  
5 spreads + ends,  

pop-up book,

age 3+

It’s early morning, and the fly buzzes and buzzes. 
Join our confused fly on a little one-day adventure 
in quest of a pile of warm, fragrant dung to lay 
her eggs in. But it won’t be altogether easy. Not 
every pile is the same, you see! This small pop-up 
book for very young readers takes us on a real 
fly adventure. As the book develops, the child 
reader follows the fly’s course. The first thing they 
do together is take a lesson in aerial acrobatics. 
After that, the child turns the book to find the 
individual occupants of certain piles. There are 
lots of hidden animals around, too. Evening is 
approaching and the fly still can’t find its warm, 
fragrant dung. Will the fly find what it is looking 
for by nightfall? If it does, prepare for take-off!

Buzzz
Written and illustrated 
by Tereza Hradilková

NEW
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The Paperjapes Story
It’s in your home! 

albatros
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SDo you know the paper elves called Paperjapes? 

You don’t? But you don’t tidy up much, do you? 

And there are loose sheets of paper at the bottom 

of your school bag, aren’t there? And do you have any idea 

what lies at the back of your desk drawers?  

Our new pop-up book reveals to child readers the hidden world 

of the little paper elves who live in almost every household. 

If you would like to know what they eat, how they wash, how they grow 

and why they are afraid of brooms, this is the book for you! 

They may even need your help – so have some paper, 

scissors, glue and a stapler at the ready.  

www.albatrosmedia.cz

Let’s do it!

staple

cut

fold

Do you know the paper elves called Paperjapes? 
You don’t? But you don’t tidy up much, do you? 
And there are loose sheets of paper at the bottom  
of your school bag, aren’t there? And do you have 
any idea what lies at the back of your desk drawers? 
Our new pop-up book reveals to child readers the 
hidden world of the little paper elves who live in 
almost every household. If you would like to know 
what they eat, how they wash, how they grow and 
why they are afraid of brooms, this is the book for 
you! They may even need your help – so have some 
paper, scissors, glue and a staplerat the ready.

The Paperjapes 
Story
Written and illustrated 
by Tereza Hradilková

Specification
size 160 x 297 cm,  
5 spreads + ends,  

pop-up book,

age 5+

NEW
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16 The children have their own room at Grandma’s, where 
they share a bed. Next to the bed is a desk with all kinds 
of odds and ends on it.  

Max picks up a giant plastic toy truck. “Shall we take this?”
“What do we need a truck for? That’s not equipment. 
How about we take… this colouring book!”
“A colouring book? What on earth for? It must be 
something useful. These scissors, for instance.” 
Max snaps them open and closed, as if he’s cutting 
something. It looks scary. Then he pulls a backpack 
from under the bed and puts the scissors inside. 
“You’re right,” says Mia. “But paper could come 
in handy too.” She puts a pad of paper in her own pack. 

What about this string?

And this sword.

 We’ll need a torch.  

My superhero suit.

  And spare batteries. 

 A shovel?
How about a magnifying glass?

Definitely. And an encyclopaedia  

of mushrooms.The Ball 
of Red Yarn
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A fantasy story for children 
who are (not) afraid in the woods!

A great adventure takes twins Mia and Max into 
a spooky forest, which in normal circumstances they 
wouldn’t dare enter. But who could resist the allure 
of a living ball of red yarn? The ball’s thread guides 

the children through the book, from one amazing monster 
of the forest to the next. Guess who is hiding under the hay  

in the animal feeder – go on! 

This marvellously illustrated book encourages adventurers 
aged five and over to read, puzzle things out and maybe 

even make things out of moss and sticks!   

Irena Hejdová and Kateřina Bažantová Boudriot

For adventurers aged 5 and over 
www.albatrosmedia.cz 
CZ: 299 Kč / SK: 11,99 €

Albatros
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It is the school holidays and Mia and Max are staying with 
their grandmother. Today, they tried to catch a carp in the 
pond, held a snail race and picked blueberries at the edge  
of the forest. They didn’t dare go into the forest itself.  
Now it’s getting dark, and Mia, Max and Grandma are 
sitting on the sofa watching a goodnight story. Grandma  
is knitting Mia and Max a winter scarf so long that it  
would probably wrap around them three times. 

and knits
and knits and 

zzzzzzzzz,
Little by little, Mia and Max’s eyes close.  
Then they nod off. But then there is a sudden

bang! and Mia and Max are jerked awake. 
They see that Grandma’s wicker basket has  
fallen to the floor. And then they discover 

SOMETHING TERRIBLE!

The television is switched off and Grandma’s big red scarf  
is wrapped around everything. Grandma herself is nowhere 
to be seen. She is not under the scarf, nor behind it, nor 
next to it. She is neither up nor down, and certainly she is 
nowhere in between. It seems that Grandma has vanished.

oh nooo!

8

Quick! It’s getting away!

 Watch out, Mia. Your dog 

wants to go for a walk! 

Leave me alone.
Maybe he can track 

down Grandma.

„

Got quite a fright, 

didn’t you?

A bubo-bubo, 

that’s what 

you are.

woof!

Specification
size 280 x 280 cm,  
64 pages,  

hardbinding,

age 5+

A fantasy story for children who are (not) afraid 
in the woods! A great adventure takes twins Mia 
and Max into a spooky forest, which in normal 
circumstances they wouldn’t dare enter. But who 
could resist the allure of a living ball of red of yarn? 
The ball’s thread guides the children through the 
book, from one amazing monster of the forest to 
the next. Guess who is hiding under the hay in the 
animal feeder – go on! This marvellously illustrated 
book encourages adventurers aged five and over 
to read, puzzle things out and maybe even make 
things out of moss and sticks!

The Ball of Red Yarn
Written by Irena Hejdová  
Illustrated by Kateřina Bažantová Boudriot
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Daniel rušar
adela režná

.  ALBATROS . 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOUR FRIEND LOOKED
VERY DIFFERENT FROM EVERYONE ELSE?
AND WHAT IF YOU WERE THE ONE WHO
WAS DIFFERENT AND THE OTHERS (THE

THEMLIeNS) LAUGHED AT YOU FOR IT?
   SOME OF US HAVE A BIG NOSE, SOME STICKING-OUT EARS,
 OTHERS CROOKED TEETH… THE BOY IN OUR STORY
 DEVELOPS MARKS ON HIS BODY THAT WON’T GO AWAY.
   HENCE THE NAME THE OTHERS GIVE HIM, BATIK.
THIS LITTLE BOOK BY A PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAINER
 DANIEL RUŠAR AND SLOVAK ILLUSTRATOR ADeLA REŽNÁ
LEADS CHILDREN TO AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE
 IMPORTANCE OF FRIENDSHIP. IT TEACHES
THEM to turn their weaknesses
 into strengths AND SHOWS
that LAUGHTER IS
THE BEST MEDICINE.

www.albatrosmedia.eu

MY PATCHES 
WERE HAUNTING ME. 

THEY WERE SCARY.
THEY WERE EVERYWHERE.

EVERYWHERE!
EVEN ON MY BODY!

MY PATCHES
WERE HAUNTING ME.

THEY WERE SCARY.
THEY WERE EVERYWHERE.

EVERYWHERE!
EVEN ON MY BODY!

 ONE DAY I WAS PAINTING
BECAUSE I LIKE COLOURS. AND THEN …
 … I DECIDED TO PAINT THE PATCHES ON MY BODY.  
… I MADE SOME MORE COLOURFUL.  
  … I MADE ANIMALS FROM OTHERS.   
  I LAUGHED WHEN I LOOKED AT THEM. 

  WHEN I SHOWED MY MUM AND DAD 
WHAT I’D DONE, THEY LAUGHED TOO. 

WE WENT OUT. 
AND THE NEIGHBORS 

LAUGHED WHEN THEY SAW US.
AND THE PEOPLE LAUGHED 

AS WE WALKED DOWN THE STREET.
AND THE TEACHERS LAUGHED 

WHEN WE CAME TO SCHOOL.

THEY ALL LAUGHED 
A LOT WITH US.

WE WENT OUT. 
AND THE NEIGHBORS 

LAUGHED WHEN THEY SAW US.
AND THE PEOPLE LAUGHED 

AS WE WALKED DOWN THE STREET.
AND THE TEACHERS LAUGHED 

WHEN WE CAME TO SCHOOL.

THEY ALL LAUGHED 
A LOT WITH US.

Specification
size 280 x 280 cm, 

48 pages,  

hardbinding,

age 5+

to an understanding of the importance 
of friendship. It teaches them how to make 
strengths out of their weaknesses and  
shows how laughter is the best medicine.

Piebald and  
the Themliens
Written by Daniel Rušar 
Illustrated by Adéla Režná

What would you do if your friend looked very 
different from everyone else? And what if 
you were the one who was different and the 
others (the Themliens) laughed at you for it?

 Some of us have a big nose, some sticking-
out ears, others crooked teeth… The boy in 
our story develops marks on his body that 
won’t go away. Hence the name the others 
give him – Batik. This little book by personal 
development trainer Daniel Rušar and 
Slovak illustrator Adéla Režná leads children 

NEW
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Specification
size 210 x 220 cm, 

48 pages,  

hardbinding,

age 5+

Mystery. Often we don’t even notice that 
mysteries are part of our lives. Only when 
they fly away do we realize that they 
were here at all.
  Who thought us up? Where does the 
wind begin? What does a baby in its 
mother’s belly know about us? Do ants 
know we are walking above them? Does 
a robot have a soul? Why do we wrap 
presents? What is inside the earth we 
walk on?A mystery can be solved, but 
a secret might not be something we can 
solve. Perhaps it’s enough just to get 
close to one. This book shows that secrets 

are a part of our lives, things we need to 
know about and cherish. It talks about 
nice secrets, those which are good to keep 
to oneself until it’s the right time to confide. 
And it also helps give children the courage 
to talk about those secrets which are hard 
to bear, those it’s better to talk to someone 
about. This book invites children and the 
adults close to them to talk about these 
things and search for an understanding 
of them together. The unconventional 
typographic arrangement of the book 
also plays on the notion of secrets, 
further enhancing the theme.

Mystery
Written and illustrated 
by Martina Špinková
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Cesta domů

MysteryMysteryMystery
MARTINA ŠPINKOVÁ

Mystery.

O� en we don’t even notice that 
mysteries are part of our lives.

Only when they fl y away do we realize 
that they were here at all.

CD_tajemstvi_obalka_potah_EN.indd   Všechny stránky 09.08.2019   16:37:31

Out of all the people in the whole wide 
world how did Mum and Dad end up 
meeting and making a life together?

 How does
How does it get into people?

And why does it sometimes leave?

CD_tajemstvi_sazba_EN.indd   12 09.08.2019   16:38:46

love come into
the world?

CD_tajemstvi_sazba_EN.indd   13 09.08.2019   16:38:54

Living beings are full of mystery.
Take people: they play, build, make 
things, look aft er animals and plants, 
write books, sing, cook. In the end they 
die. Why? And where do they go?

 Where do we come from? 

We don’t know.
Maybe these mysteries

are waiting for us somewhere.
When we die, they’ll look at us

and say, “You see, that’s how it is.”
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What happens next? 
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But sometimes mysteries can be 
diffi  cult or sad. Then it’s good to 
open the door. Maybe some big, slow 
elephants will come, swinging their 
trunks and

And mystery
won’t be so sad

any more.
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listening 
with their 
big ears.
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A history of medicine in seven days  
and seven fields of medical science,  
from prehistory to the present day.
This encyclopaedia of stories from many 
different fields of medicine compares past 
and present approaches to medical science. 
Readers will learn about advances in surgery, 
from the trepanation of prehistoric times 
through anaesthesia to blood transfusion, 

as well as how modern antibiotics have 
succeeded self-flagellation and blind panic 
in the treatment of plague. This lavishly 
illustrated book also takes a look inside 
the medical profession, showing how it has 
developed from prehistory to the present 
day. It will leave no one in any doubt that 
a visit to the dentist’s is today far less 
horrific than it was 200 years ago…  
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V pěkném operačním sále
se nic nesmí jen tak válet.
Žádná špína, chrchle, sliny,
žádné zbytky od svačiny.
Musí to být jedna čistá,
vycíděná idyla,
nežli se pan operatér
pustí s pilkou do díla.

Další smrtelné nebezpečí spo-
jené s chirurgickými zásahy mizí 
s uplatněním zásad antisepse, 
vypracovaných na základě učení 
bakteriologů. Principy dezinfekce 
s použitím fenolu zformuloval 
skotský chirurg Joseph Lister 
roku 1867, v následujících 
 desetiletích je doplnily  metody 
sterilizace  → (odstranění choro-
boplodných zárodků) všeho, co 
přichází do styku s ošetřovaným 
nebo operovaným tělem (nástro-
je, obvazy, ruce zdravotníků). 

Pokusy nahradit ztráty krve při 
úrazech nebo operacích převodem 
zvířecí či lidské krve byly dlouho 
neúspěšné (první už v 17. století). 
Bezpečné  transfuze krve  ↑, dnes 
naprosto běžné, umožnilo až obje-
vení čtyř krevních skupin vídeňským 
lékařem  Karlem Landsteinerem  → 
a jeho spolupracovníky v letech 
1901 až 1902. Později se přidal ještě 
objev tzv. Rh-faktoru, který transfuzi 
v mnoha případech komplikuje.

Co čekalo ←  chirurgického pacienta 
v nemocnici kolem roku 1900 ? 
Zápach karbolky, narkotizační masky, 
personál v zakrvácených pláštích, 
lesklé sterilizační nádoby a hrozivě 
vyhlížející celokovové nástroje. 
Toto vybavení se už sice nezměrně 
liší od pazourkové škrabky a omam-
ných bylin pravěkého šamana, ale 
neméně daleko má i k dnešním sálům 
vybaveným nejmodernějšími techno-
logiemi operačních nástrojů, přístrojů 
a podpůrných systémů.

Chirurgické nástroje 
od starověku 
po dnešek.

Bolest, ztráta krve 
a nebezpečí infekcí byly 
po staletí hlavními 
překážkami výraznějších 
operačních zákroků: 
od pravěkých trepanací 
přes ranhojičství středověku, 
drastickou praxi vojenských 
felčarů až k počátkům 
moderní chirurgie. Navzdory 
vylepšením  Ambroise Paré  ↓ 
v 16. století (podvazování 
cév při amputacích,  
 protézy  ↓) pokročila 
chirurgie k úspěšným 
operacím nejen končetin, 
ale i vnitřních orgánů 
až s rozvojem narkózy 
a antisepse v 19. století.

Obrazy slavných chirurgů 19. století 
je zachycují obvykle v akci: profesor 
obklopený asistenty v bílých pláštích 
operuje pacienta nikoliv ve specia-
lizovaném high -tech sále jako dnes, 
ale uprostřed univerzitní  posluchárny, 
sledován pozorně studenty v černých 
oblecích. Také nejslavnější chirurg 
své doby  Theodor Billroth je takto 
zobrazen, snad  při operaci žalu-
dečního nádoru  ↑, kterou provedl 
na základě předchozích pokusů na 
zvířatech s pomocí anestezie a anti-
sepse poprvé roku 1881 ve Vídni. 

Nesnesitelnou bolest při 
operacích odstranilo až 
zavedení anestezie (znecit-
livění).  Celková anestezie 
( narkóza)  ↓ pomocí vdecho-
vání výparů éteru byla poprvé 
použita v roce 1846 při operaci 
nádoru čelisti americkým 
zubním lékařem Williamem 
Mortonem v Bostonu. 
V Čechách novinku použil 
jen o několik týdnů později 
Celestýn Opitz v pražském 
špitále milosrdných bratří. 
V dnešní chirurgii se užívá 
řada metod celkové i lokální 
anestezie.

1716

„Vlčí tesák, dračí dráp, ze 
žraloka požerák, z blínu kořen 
čaromocný, vytržený o půlnoci, 
z mumie mok...“ Recept na 
lektvar, který vaří  čarodějnice  ↑ 
v Shakespearově hře Macbeth, 
obsahuje ingredience dříve 
obvyklé i v lékárnách.  
Apatykáři využívali části rostlin, 
živočichů i nerostů, domácích 
i exotických, často chuťově 
nebo čichově výrazných,  
včetně velmi kuriózních.  
Léčivé působení posuzovali 
na základě zkušenosti nebo 
pokusů, neznali ale ještě v nich 
obsažené účinné látky.

Lékárny, jejichž 
vzhled se promě ňo-
val podle dobových 
uměleckých stylů, 
byly také zdrojem 
zásob léků, které 
měly být v případě 
potřeby ihned po 
ruce. Už z 18. sto-
letí známe bohatě 
zásobené lékařské 
kufříky s nástroji, 
obvazy a základními 
léky nebo typické 
prosklené skříňky, 
které od 19. století 
tvoří nezbytné vyba-
vení ordinací. Ještě 
luxusněji vybavené 
bývaly ←  kufříkové 
lékárničky  , především 
bohatých pacientů 
vydávajících se na 
cesty.

Léčivé účinky rostlin 
používali lidé již v pravěku. 
Znalost léčivých rostlin 
dosáhla jednoho z vrcholů 
ve středověku. Kromě 
bylinkářek, které léčivky 
sbíraly převážně v přírodě, 
se jejich pěstováním 
zabývali zejména mniši 
a jeptišky v klášterních 
zahrádkách. Někteří z nich, 
jako například  Hildegarda 
z Bingenu  ↓ ve12. století, 
se účinkům rostlin věnovali 
i teoreticky – sepisováním 
bylinářů, předchůdců 
pozdějších slavných 
renesančních herbářů.

Barokní apatyky, všestranně vybavené 
a obvykle bohatě vyzdobené, předjímaly 
od 17. století řadu funkcí pozdějších 
specializovaných lékáren. Apatykář 
byl se svými pomocníky výrobcem 
léku, obchodníkem, léčitelem, který 

léky pacientovi poskytoval, a často 
i experimentátorem při přípravě 
nových léků. Součástí apatyk proto 
byly také  výrobny, podobné dílnám 
alchymistů  ↑, předchůdkyním moderních 
chemických laboratoří.

Tára (výdejní pult) ve středu prodejní 
části apatyky, obklopená zdobenými 
regály se zásuvkami a  řadami 
vyrovnaných, přesně označených 
lékovek  ↑, doplněná váhami a dalšími 
pomůckami určenými k prodeji léků, 
byla odedávna srdcem lékáren. V této 
části lékárník předával lék pacientům 
a radil, jak jej používat. Městské lékárny 
(na rozdíl od lékáren klášterních nebo 
nemocničních) bývaly i oblíbeným 
místem setkávání a výměny informací.62 63

V roce 1928 zpozoroval britský 
bakteriolog  Alexander Fleming  ↑ 
(1881–1955), že na laboratorních 
miskách porostlých z nedbalosti 
plísní se nešíří zkoumané stafylo-
kokové kultury. Vlastnosti plísně 
hubit bakterie využil k vyvinutí 
prvního antibiotika. Plísní produ-
kovaná látka –  penicilin – začala 
být testována v Anglii a vyráběna 
v USA teprve za druhé světové 
války, kdy její  masové nasaze-
ní zachránilo milióny  životů  ↓. 
Fleming za svůj objev získal roku 
1945 Nobelovu cenu.

Vedle starších přírodních léčiv (chinin 
proti malárii) nebo těch vyvinutých 
bakteriology (penicilin) rozlišují farmako-
logové řadu dalších skupin. K chemicky 
vyráběným lékům patří vedle aspirinu 
mj. antibiotika ze skupiny sulfonamidů. 
Hormony je možné dodávat tělu při 
jejich nedostatku, například při léčbě 
cukrovky ( inzulin  ↓ poprvé použit 1922 
F. G. Bantingem), nebo jako způsob 
antikoncepce. Formou léku je možné 
doplňovat také  vitamíny  →, zkoumané 
od počátku 20. století.

Podobně jako ve 20. století 
změnily moderní technologie 
a organizace práce výrobu spo-
třebního zboží (typicky pásová 
výroba Fordových automobilů 
v USA nebo Baťových bot 
v Československu), zrychlila 
se a zmasověla také produkce 
farmaceutického průmyslu, 
spojeného často s výzkumem. 
Také  české firmy  ↑, příkladně 
B. Fragner, se už v polovině 
20. století podílely nejen na vý ro-
bě a prodeji, ale rovněž na vývoji 
nových léčiv.

V 19. století se z přípravy 
a používání léků, činnosti 
založené původně na pouhé 
zkušenosti (empirii), vyvinula 
farmakologie (věda o  složení, 
účincích a využití léčiv). 
Jednotlivá odvětví farmacie 
(lékárnictví) již od počát-
ku 20. století pokrývají 
širokou oblast od experi-
mentální práce v ústavech 
a laboratořích přes průmys-
lovou výrobu účinných léků 
působících na stále větší 
množství nemocí až k jejich 
distribuci v sítích lékáren, 
podléhajících všudypřítom-
né reklamě.

 Léčiva  (účinné látky)  a léky  ↑ (obchodní 
názvy) je možné rozdělit do skupin podle 
původu a složení, nebo  podle potíží 
a nemocí, proti nimž se používají  ↓: 
antibiotika a antivirotika zabírají proti 
infekčním onemocněním, antidepresivy 
a psychofarmaky léčí psychiatři, cyto-
statika se nasazují k léčbě nádorových 
onemocnění, antimalarika tiší malárii, 
antiluetika léčí pohlavní choroby 
a podobně. Řada léků, jako například 
slavný aspirin, má účinky mnohostranné.

Teprve od poloviny 19. století jsou 
biochemici a farmakologové schopni 
přesně analyzovat složení léčiv, 
určit jednotlivé účinné látky nebo 
naopak léčiva chemicky vyrobit. 
Nejstarším a nejslavnějším umělým 
léčivem je kyselina acetylsalicylová, 
syntetizovaná 1851, a z ní vyráběný 
lék prodávaný pod různými názvy 
(od roku 1899 jako aspirin, dnes 
acylpyrin), používaný k tišení bolesti, 
proti horečce a proti zánětům.

sběr léčivek příprava léčiva prodej léků

Sen přivedl organického chemika  
 A. F. Kekulé  ↑ (1829–1896) k vytvoření 
modelu  molekuly benzenu  ↑, významné 
suroviny pro výrobu řady léčiv. 6564
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V roce 1928 zpozoroval britský 
bakteriolog  Alexander Fleming  ↑ 
(1881–1955), že na laboratorních 
miskách porostlých z nedbalosti 
plísní se nešíří zkoumané stafylo-
kokové kultury. Vlastnosti plísně 
hubit bakterie využil k vyvinutí 
prvního antibiotika. Plísní produ-
kovaná látka –  penicilin – začala 
být testována v Anglii a vyráběna 
v USA teprve za druhé světové 
války, kdy její  masové nasaze-
ní zachránilo milióny  životů  ↓. 
Fleming za svůj objev získal roku 
1945 Nobelovu cenu.

Vedle starších přírodních léčiv (chinin 
proti malárii) nebo těch vyvinutých 
bakteriology (penicilin) rozlišují farmako-
logové řadu dalších skupin. K chemicky 
vyráběným lékům patří vedle aspirinu 
mj. antibiotika ze skupiny sulfonamidů. 
Hormony je možné dodávat tělu při 
jejich nedostatku, například při léčbě 
cukrovky ( inzulin  ↓ poprvé použit 1922 
F. G. Bantingem), nebo jako způsob 
antikoncepce. Formou léku je možné 
doplňovat také  vitamíny  →, zkoumané 
od počátku 20. století.

Podobně jako ve 20. století 
změnily moderní technologie 
a organizace práce výrobu spo-
třebního zboží (typicky pásová 
výroba Fordových automobilů 
v USA nebo Baťových bot 
v Československu), zrychlila 
se a zmasověla také produkce 
farmaceutického průmyslu, 
spojeného často s výzkumem. 
Také  české firmy  ↑, příkladně 
B. Fragner, se už v polovině 
20. století podílely nejen na vý ro-
bě a prodeji, ale rovněž na vývoji 
nových léčiv.

V 19. století se z přípravy 
a používání léků, činnosti 
založené původně na pouhé 
zkušenosti (empirii), vyvinula 
farmakologie (věda o  složení, 
účincích a využití léčiv). 
Jednotlivá odvětví farmacie 
(lékárnictví) již od počát-
ku 20. století pokrývají 
širokou oblast od experi-
mentální práce v ústavech 
a laboratořích přes průmys-
lovou výrobu účinných léků 
působících na stále větší 
množství nemocí až k jejich 
distribuci v sítích lékáren, 
podléhajících všudypřítom-
né reklamě.

 Léčiva  (účinné látky)  a léky  ↑ (obchodní 
názvy) je možné rozdělit do skupin podle 
původu a složení, nebo  podle potíží 
a nemocí, proti nimž se používají  ↓: 
antibiotika a antivirotika zabírají proti 
infekčním onemocněním, antidepresivy 
a psychofarmaky léčí psychiatři, cyto-
statika se nasazují k léčbě nádorových 
onemocnění, antimalarika tiší malárii, 
antiluetika léčí pohlavní choroby 
a podobně. Řada léků, jako například 
slavný aspirin, má účinky mnohostranné.

Teprve od poloviny 19. století jsou 
biochemici a farmakologové schopni 
přesně analyzovat složení léčiv, 
určit jednotlivé účinné látky nebo 
naopak léčiva chemicky vyrobit. 
Nejstarším a nejslavnějším umělým 
léčivem je kyselina acetylsalicylová, 
syntetizovaná 1851, a z ní vyráběný 
lék prodávaný pod různými názvy 
(od roku 1899 jako aspirin, dnes 
acylpyrin), používaný k tišení bolesti, 
proti horečce a proti zánětům.

sběr léčivek příprava léčiva prodej léků

Sen přivedl organického chemika  
 A. F. Kekulé  ↑ (1829–1896) k vytvoření 
modelu  molekuly benzenu  ↑, významné 
suroviny pro výrobu řady léčiv. 6564

NEW

V roce 1928 zpozoroval britský 
bakteriolog  Alexander Fleming  ↑ 
(1881–1955), že na laboratorních 
miskách porostlých z nedbalosti 
plísní se nešíří zkoumané stafylo-
kokové kultury. Vlastnosti plísně 
hubit bakterie využil k vyvinutí 
prvního antibiotika. Plísní produ-
kovaná látka –  penicilin – začala 
být testována v Anglii a vyráběna 
v USA teprve za druhé světové 
války, kdy její  masové nasaze-
ní zachránilo milióny  životů  ↓. 
Fleming za svůj objev získal roku 
1945 Nobelovu cenu.

Vedle starších přírodních léčiv (chinin 
proti malárii) nebo těch vyvinutých 
bakteriology (penicilin) rozlišují farmako-
logové řadu dalších skupin. K chemicky 
vyráběným lékům patří vedle aspirinu 
mj. antibiotika ze skupiny sulfonamidů. 
Hormony je možné dodávat tělu při 
jejich nedostatku, například při léčbě 
cukrovky ( inzulin  ↓ poprvé použit 1922 
F. G. Bantingem), nebo jako způsob 
antikoncepce. Formou léku je možné 
doplňovat také  vitamíny  →, zkoumané 
od počátku 20. století.

Podobně jako ve 20. století 
změnily moderní technologie 
a organizace práce výrobu spo-
třebního zboží (typicky pásová 
výroba Fordových automobilů 
v USA nebo Baťových bot 
v Československu), zrychlila 
se a zmasověla také produkce 
farmaceutického průmyslu, 
spojeného často s výzkumem. 
Také  české firmy  ↑, příkladně 
B. Fragner, se už v polovině 
20. století podílely nejen na vý ro-
bě a prodeji, ale rovněž na vývoji 
nových léčiv.

V 19. století se z přípravy 
a používání léků, činnosti 
založené původně na pouhé 
zkušenosti (empirii), vyvinula 
farmakologie (věda o  složení, 
účincích a využití léčiv). 
Jednotlivá odvětví farmacie 
(lékárnictví) již od počát-
ku 20. století pokrývají 
širokou oblast od experi-
mentální práce v ústavech 
a laboratořích přes průmys-
lovou výrobu účinných léků 
působících na stále větší 
množství nemocí až k jejich 
distribuci v sítích lékáren, 
podléhajících všudypřítom-
né reklamě.

 Léčiva  (účinné látky)  a léky  ↑ (obchodní 
názvy) je možné rozdělit do skupin podle 
původu a složení, nebo  podle potíží 
a nemocí, proti nimž se používají  ↓: 
antibiotika a antivirotika zabírají proti 
infekčním onemocněním, antidepresivy 
a psychofarmaky léčí psychiatři, cyto-
statika se nasazují k léčbě nádorových 
onemocnění, antimalarika tiší malárii, 
antiluetika léčí pohlavní choroby 
a podobně. Řada léků, jako například 
slavný aspirin, má účinky mnohostranné.

Teprve od poloviny 19. století jsou 
biochemici a farmakologové schopni 
přesně analyzovat složení léčiv, 
určit jednotlivé účinné látky nebo 
naopak léčiva chemicky vyrobit. 
Nejstarším a nejslavnějším umělým 
léčivem je kyselina acetylsalicylová, 
syntetizovaná 1851, a z ní vyráběný 
lék prodávaný pod různými názvy 
(od roku 1899 jako aspirin, dnes 
acylpyrin), používaný k tišení bolesti, 
proti horečce a proti zánětům.

sběr léčivekpříprava léčivaprodej léků

Sen přivedl organického chemika  
 A. F. Kekulé  ↑ (1829–1896) k vytvoření 
modelu  molekuly benzenu  ↑, významné 
suroviny pro výrobu řady léčiv.65 64
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The 2 dormice had a fight
 As a referee
They called in another one
 In a wink they‘re 3

Once upon a time there was
 1 little dormouse who
Held out his hand to a mirror friend
 And so now they are 2

ALL NINE DORMICE 
IN THE HOUSE Radek Malý

Andrea Tachezy

Specification
size 240 × 160 mm,  

12 pages, board book,  

age 2–5

A board book bound in a red linen that nicely 
matches the fine details in the illustrations. 
In contrast to the well-known poem Ten Little 
Indians, in which the number is ever decreasing, 
in this book, the number of dormice constantly 
increases. First, a shy, little dormouse pulls 
a second one out of a mirror, then a third 
appears, and so on. With each dormouse 
that appears children can practice not 
only counting, but also enjoy a smart 
story of nine little friends. 

All Nine Dormice  
in the House
Written by Radek Malý
Illustrated by Andrea Tachezy
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I can only reach the switch if I climb on 
the sofa and stand on tiptoe. 
But Grandpa still has 
amazing ideas, 
I’m quite sure of that. 

22

Let Me Tell You 
Something, 
Johan
Klára Pondělíčková
Andrea Tachezy

Specification
size 160 × 160 mm,  

52 pages, hardbinding, 

age 4–10
We all know that teddy bears can be 
a child’s best friend. But few would imagine 
they could be the friends of a taciturn 
grandfather who likes to read about the 
universe. Both Grandpa and Johan the Teddy 
contemplate infinity (the infinity of the 
universe, and of an infinite drop of honey).
  Klára Pondělíčková’s book in a bathroom 
tile-sized format is accompanied by pastel 
illustrations and collages by Andrey Tachezy. 
Thanks to the collages, the bees, birds, 
bears and planets seem to step out of the 
book. Cuttings from maps, and from simple 
squared or lined paper are cleverly used, 

for example, as parquet floors and also in 
places where you would not expect them.
  Klára and the bear Johan take it in 
turns telling the story. The bears in the 
book are running about the book shelves, 
the grandfather says nothing, and the 
grandmother, on the other hand, speaks too 
much. And the biggest concern for the teddy 
bear Johan is that he might get caught in 
the rain on the way to school and get totally 
drenched. The short sentences in this book, 
easy for little ones to read, also delight older 
readers with their poetic simplicity.

Let Me Tell You  
Something, Johan
Written by Klára Pondělíčková, illustrated by Andrea Tachezy

BEST BOOKS 
FOR CHILDREN 

2014/15 of Czech 
Republic
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Mappiq doesn’t know Dagesh, so 
he doesn’t run away. He just moved 
here from the hill next door and is 
still learning his way around.

“Well, aren’t you a funny-looking 
mouse?” Dagesh says, making 
a face. He looks the newcomer 
up and down. “Your cheeks are 
fat as a rat’s, heh heh.” Then 
he remembers his decision. 

“But never mind. You want 
to come and play?”

“What’s the game?” 
Mappiq asks warily.

“It’s called playing at 
being friends,” Dagesh says.
And so they play.

Meet Mappiq. 

Mappiq is a ground squirrel.

17

That night, Dagesh is so tired out from playing, he doesn’t 
even notice how much the moon has shrunk.

“See you on the pirate ship tomorrow,” he tells Mappiq. 
“And don’t be late. We sail with the cock’s crow!”
“What if there isn’t a favourable wind?” Mappiq asks.
“Then you’ll just have to row,” Dagesh says, rubbing his little paws.
“Oh, right,” says Mappiq.
They wave goodbye to each other and go to sleep.

6060

Three.
Two.
One.

GO!

6161

Jana Šrámková  
Markéta Prachatická

Bratři v poli 

ISBN 978-80-906467-6-6
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Field buddies
“You know, I don’t think we’re even 

just playing any more,” Dagesh 
suddenly realizes one day. 

“I think we’re really friends.”
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Atten-shun!— At ease.

NOMINATED 
FOR MAGNESIA 

LITERA 2018
Czech Republic

Jana Šrámková  
Markéta Prachatická

Bratři v poli 

ISBN 978-80-906467-6-6
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Field buddies
“You know, I don’t think we’re even 

just playing any more,” Dagesh 
suddenly realizes one day. 

“I think we’re really friends.”
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“Goodnight!” Mappiq cries at 
noon one day, trundling off  
to his hole.

“What are you talking about?” 
says Dagesh. “It’s still morning!”

“Winter hibernation, buddy. 
Come on, it’s high time!”

Dagesh just stares in 
bewilderment. “Do ground 
squirrels sleep all winter long?”

“Of course! Don’t fi eld mice?”

Specification
size 200 × 200 mm,  

64 pages hardbinding, 

age 4–8

It may seem fun at first to tease and annoy 
everybody around you, but then, when no 
one will speak to you and you are always 
alone, it’s not fun at all. That is why the 
vole Dagesh decided to befriend Mappiq 
the ground squirrel. It is an epic tale 
about their great friendship, about their 
expeditions into space and to Monte Carlo, 
and, in the end, about the great challenge 
they faced when winter came.
  While the moods of this moving but  
at the same time endearing text by 

Jana Šrámková are expressed in two 
colours (orange for moments of joy and 
blue for the ones of solitude), the pen-and-
ink illustrations of Markéta Prachatická, 
replete with hatching, are all done in black. 
She uses the technique, for example, to 
depict the universe in one instance and the 
ground squirrel’s fur in another. Although 
text and illustrations are what make 
a book, a book, in this case, the amount 
of space that remains unfilled (by words 
or drawings) also plays a significant role.

Field Buddies
Written by Jana Šrámková
llustrated by Markéta Prachatická
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In the morning, Emil couldn’t believe his eyes. “My goodness! There’s a sea in my garden!”

A giant octopus swam in from the far north. “How many tentacles does it have?”
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Apples! How Teddy loves them! In the garden, he has filled a whole 
basket with them. And he has already decided what he is going to 

do with them at home. Teddy is so wrapped up in his thoughts of apples 
that he hasn’t noticed the water leaking from the garden hose. He 

forgot to turn it off! He wakes up the next morning to a terrible sight – 
in the night, his garden has changed out of all recognition! Charming 
illustrations, an unexpected twist, a gently-told story which unfolds 

with humour – all this you will find in this original work by  
prize-winning illustrator Katarína Macurová.

B4U Publishing
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Katarína MacurováKatarína Macurová

Teddy
   and the
Great Flood Teddy

   and the
Great Flood

www.b4upublishing.com

© Designed by B4U Publishing,  
member of Albatros Media Group, 2018.

ISBN + EAN

Specification
size 255 x 305 mm,  
32 pages,  

hardbinding,

age 3-5
Apples! How Teddy loves them! In the 
garden, he has filled a whole basket  
with them. And he has already decided  
what he is going to do with them at home. 
Teddy is so wrapped up in his thoughts 
of apples that he hasn’t noticed the water 
leaking from the garden hose. He forgot 
to turn it off! He wakes up the next morning 
to a terrible sight – in the night, his garden 
has changed out of all recognition!

Charming illustrations, an unexpected  
twist, a gently-told story which unfolds  
with humour – all this you will find in this 
original work by prize-winning illustrator 
Katarína Macurová.

Teddy and 
the Great Flood
Written and illustrated 
by Katarína Macurová

NEW
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There’s a plant in my garden. Its leaves are green, like other plants …

I serve it the best tea I have. But I think it prefers cocoa anyway. 

28

katarína macurová

WHY WON’T YOU  
FLOWER?
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‘How lovely it is!’ rejoiced the bear, on discovering 
a strange plant in his garden. Every day he watered 

it and shielded it from the sun with a parasol, and he 
never forgot to say goodnight to it before bed-time. 
But the plant didn’t react. ‘Why won’t you flower?’ 
brooded the little gardener. But little did he know 

what was going on underground!

Albatros

EAN + ISBN

Specification
size 163 × 210 mm, 32 pages 

hardbinding, age 3–5

Rights sold
Armenian, Complex Chinese, Estonian, German, 

Italian, Korean, Russian, Simplified Chinese, Swedish, 

French, Turkish, Spanish, Catalan, Bulgarian

‘How lovely it is!’ rejoiced the bear, on discovering 
a strange plant in his garden. Every day he 
watered it and shielded it from the sun with 
a parasol, and he never forgot to say goodnight 
to it before bed-time. But the plant didn’t react. 
‘Why won’t you flower?’ brooded the little 
gardener. But little did he know what was 
going on underground!

Why Won't You Flower?
Written and illustrated 
by Katarína Macurová
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I’d like a ball that’s as tasty as this one, 
but not as heavy. 

I can’t throw it properly …

… but it tastes 
very good. 

I like this ball, but it looks too heavy for me. 

I’d like a ball that’s as tasty as this one, 
but not as heavy. 

I can’t throw it properly …

… but it tastes 
very good. 

I like this ball, but it looks too heavy for me. 

This ball is too light. I don’t want my ball to be as light as this. 

Katarína Macurová

ALBATROS

Teddy is looking for the right ball to play with. Which one should he 
choose? He tries all kinds. The first one is too light, the second too heavy. 
The third is too small, the fourth too large. The fifth one is hot, and the 

sixth – ow, it prickles! Why don’t you help Teddy find the right ball? WHICH

BALL

the right

S.W
H

IC
H

 I
S 

TH
E

 R
IG

H
T 

B
A

LL
?

Ka
tar

ína
 M

acu
rov

á

IS

EAN + ISBN

30

Specification
size 235 × 210 mm, 

32 pages, hardbinding,

age 3–5

Rights sold
Korean, Simplified Chinese, 

Slovene, Bulgarian, Russian

Teddy is looking for the right ball to play with. 
Which one should he choose? He tries all kinds. 
The first one is too light, the second too heavy. 
The third is too small, the fourth too large. The 
fifth one is hot, and the sixth – ow, it prickles! 
Why don’t you help Teddy find the right ball?

Which is the Right Ball?
Written and illustrated 
by Katarína Macurová
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“I’ll carry you,” says Eddie. Eddie starts walking, slowly … … then faster … … then faster … 

They begin with a lesson on the basics of flying. 

Ernest loves giving lectures. 

But for Eddie this is no fun at all. 

“Let’s go and try it out,” suggests Ernest. 

32

TO FLY

TEACHING

EDDIE
EAN + ISBN

Katarína Macurová

Albatros
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Ernest the bear has a new friend called Eddie. 
Eddie is a bird, but he doesn’t ever fly. He goes 

everywhere on foot. “Why don’t you fly?” 
Ernest asks his friend. “Because nobody has 
taught me how,” replies Eddie. So Ernest the 

bear decides to teach Eddie how to fly. Will he 
be able to do it?

Specification
size 235 × 210 mm, 32 pages, 

hardbinding, age 3–5

Rights sold
Korean, German, Simplified Chinese, 

English for USA, Slovene, French, 

Bulgarian, Russian

Ernest the bear has a new friend called 
Eddie. Eddie is a bird, but he doesn’t ever fly. 
He goes everywhere on foot. “Why don’t you 
fly?” Ernest asks his friend. “Because nobody 
has taught me how,” replies Eddie. So Ernest 
the bear decides to teach Eddie how to fly. 
Will he be able to do it?

Teaching Eddie to Fly
Written and illustrated 
by Katarína Macurová
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One day Lily received a big parcel. 

Lily

Lily

She was very surprised by what she found in it. 

For Marcel

“Let’s build a tower out 
of bricks,” said Lily. 

But Momo would rather 
taste the bricks than 
build a tower with them.

For Marcel

34

Although Momo didn’t learn how to catch a ball …  

Specification
size 205 × 210 mm, 

32 pages, hardbinding,

age 3–5

Rights sold
Simplified Chinese, Italian, 

Russian

Momo and Lily
Written and illustrated 
by Katarína Macurová
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Lily is sad because she doesn’t have anyone to play with. But 
one day she receives an unexpected parcel. The package is 
enormous, covered with stickers in foreign languages, and it 
contains Momo. What’s Momo? And where has it come from? 
Lily has never seen anything like it before. “Come on, Momo,” 
she says, “let’s play.” And so their great adventure begins…

EAN + ISBN

Lily is sad because she doesn’t have anyone 
to play with. But one day she receives an 
unexpected parcel. The package is enormous, 
covered with stickers in foreign languages,  
and it contains Momo. What’s Momo? And 
where has it come from? Lily has never seen 
anything like it before. “Come on, Momo,”  
she says, “let’s play.” And so their great 
adventure begins…
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His favourites were the ones about the expedition 

to the polar hare and the journey around the zebra’s tail 

in eight minutes. 

BLCHA_TEO_AJ_KB.indd   12 13.02.2019   9:44:04

Theo hoped that one day he would be as great 

an explorer as Grandpa Albert. 

BLCHA_TEO_AJ_KB.indd   13 13.02.2019   9:44:04

For the first time in his life, Theo felt like a true  explorer. 

BLCHA_TEO_AJ_KB.indd   40 13.02.2019   9:44:14 BLCHA_TEO_AJ_KB.indd   41 13.02.2019   9:44:14
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Specification
size 230 × 265 mm, 

40 pages, hardbinding,

age 3–5

Rights sold
German, Russian

Theo the Flea
Written and illustrated 
by Katarína Macurová

This is a flea. His name is Theo. 
Theo is the happiest flea in the fur. Yet he would like to jump higher still. 

He dreams of becoming a great explorer, like his grandfather. 
Once, Grandpa told him of a place no one had explored before. 

It was called Leo. So Theo set out on the first expedition 
of his life…

For children aged 3 and over
www.albatrosmedia.cz

Blcha_Teo_AJ_rozmer_obalka.indd   1 13.02.2019   9:36:29

This is a flea. His name is Theo. Theo is the 
happiest flea in the fur. Yet he would like  
to jump higher still. He dreams of becoming 
a great explorer, like his grandfather Once, 
Grandpa told him of a place no one had 
explored before. It was called Leo. So Theo  
set out on the first expedition of his life…

First thing in the morning, 

he packed all the things 

he would need. 

He had a good 

breakfast…  

BLCHA_TEO_AJ_KB.indd   18 13.02.2019   9:44:06

But which way should he go?

BLCHA_TEO_AJ_KB.indd   30 13.02.2019   9:44:10

BLCHA_TEO_AJ_KB.indd   7 13.02.2019   9:44:02

BLCHA_TEO_AJ_KB.indd   8 13.02.2019   9:44:02
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The room looked deserted. Thomas instantly noted its 
typical smell, which he would have recognized anywhere. 
It was Saturday, the usual day for visiting his friend. She 
lived in the same house. Thomas was well aware of what 
the boys would say if they knew he spent the morning 
with a girl, two years younger than him and all.
But so what? It’s definitely lots more fun with her! He 
might even have got angry inside if his thoughts hadn’t 
been cut off by a simple question:
“How long are you going to keep standing there? I’ve 
almost suffocated!”
Still in her nightdress, Agnes dragged herself out from 
beneath the quilt. Her long hair had not yet seen a comb 
that day.

Dum-blok-ENG-po-Ian-kor.indd   4 1/28/15   3:26 PM Dum-blok-ENG-po-Ian-kor.indd   5 1/28/15   3:26 PM

NOMINATED 
FOR GOLDEN 
RIBBON 2014
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Ester Stará   
Milan Starý

Immerse yourself in the poetic tale of 
Agnes and Thomas – and follow them 
round the mysterious house beyond 
the mist. You’re about to meet up 
with the rather strange people who 
live there, and what they look like is 
entirely up to you. Likewise, you can 
have an effect on what the children 
see around them and on whether 
or not they perform the task which 
they receive at the end of the book. 
Don’t hesitate – fill in the incomplete 
illustrations. Be a joint artist. You’ll 
be trying out the various drawing 
techniques described in the book. 
Use the KOH-I-NOOR pencils that 
come with the book to make it really 
unique.
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The book you can draw inThe book you can draw inThe book you can draw in

DZM ENG obalka.indd   1 27.11.14   13:09

Specification
size 210 × 260 mm, 

64 pages, paperback, 

age 6–8

Rights sold
Simplified Chinese

A book for drawing in. A poetic story of 
two little children, carried away by their 
imagination, walk through the house behind 
the mist and meet its strange inhabitants, 
who live in fear of the Empty Lord. In his 
presence, everyone feels desperate and 
lonely. However, once the children are in  
the house, the atmosphere begins to 
change. Is it possible to bring back joy  
and hope to the Empty Lord as well?
  The reader is drawn into the story 
also as a co-author of the illustrations, 

which appear in the book half-drawn 
and unfinished, thus inviting the reader to 
complete them. This is something in which 
everyone can engage their imagination. The 
illustrative examples at the end of the book, 
help with useful tips on drawing techniques. 
The book is packaged with a set of pencils 
of various hardnesses that allow the reader 
to draw throughout the story.
  For children from the age of 7 and playful 
adults. For the adventurous.

The House 
Beyond the Mist
Written by Ester Stará
Illustrated by Milan Starý
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“It’s magnificent, indeed!” exclaimed Gerda, remembering 
what the narwhal had said about this enchanting part of the sea. 
She watched the manifold life of the bay with great excitement. 
Pods of dolphins, killer whales and white whales, and four adult 
sperm whales. All the whales were swimming about calmly or  
resting undisturbed. 

T he last of the sunlight was reflected beyond the horizon, 
washing a soft carmine light over an old lighthouse on the 
coast. Screeching seagulls circled the lighthouse; some of 

them had even built themselves a nest.  
Gerda joined them. She listened for hours to their news, which 

came from the ocean and from dry land. Although seagulls didn’t 
have a very good reputation – everyone knew that they loved to 
gossip – for a while Gerda was able to forget the pain that lay deep 
inside her. 

C H A P T E R S I X
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BEST BOOKS
for CHILDREN

2016/17 of Czech 
Republic

Specification
size 215 × 280 mm, 

32 pages, hardbinding,

age 4–8

Rights sold
French, Lithuanian, 

Russian, Polish, English, 

Romanian, German

Gerda the little whale has a happy 
childhood. But then something unexpected 
happens and Gerda is left alone, without  
her family. Feeling sad and lonely, she roams 
the oceans. Eventually she makes new 
friends – killer whales, penguins, seagulls, 
even an octopus! Each new friend teaches 
her something interesting. Not only does  
she learn about how others live, she discovers 
a lot about the fascinating world she is 
swimming through. Will little Gerda find  
what she is looking for?

Gerda
Written and illustrated  
by Adrián Macho
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COLUMBUS  PIGEON
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“Allora, my dear Miss Edith, domani! Domani! I’ll try to 
get here early. And to speak less, so as not to bore you. 
Besides, I would so like to hear your whole repertoire!”

Edith assured him that she didn’t find his stories 
boring in the least, quite the contrary, in fact. And 
she promised that the next day she would return 
the favour with a matinée of songs. Columbus was 
thrilled by this, but he didn’t let it show. With a solemn 
expression, he bade Edith goodbye with a dignified 
flap of his wings. How he wished it was morning 
already!

Columbus spent the whole of the following summer day 
with Edith, and the next one too. As the sun warmed their 
feathers, Columbus went on with his fascinating stories. 
His tale was one of adventure, and the nightingale 
listened in absorbed silence. The she thanked him 
by singing a very lovely aria. Both birds realized that 
the day would soon come when they would have to part. 
Marcella Buttini was due to give concerts in other cities; 
she would need Edith at every stop, of course, to keep her 
company in her unhomely hotel room.

How strange it is, thought Columbus as he flew 
home that evening, that although Edith flies around 
the world, she has never used her own wings in flight. 
She is carried by aeroplane from one country to 
the next, and she sees no more than luxury rooms with 
expensive furniture and fine views from windows. In 
this way, she had seen the Paris skyline, the skyscrapers 
of New York, and the great dome of St Paul’s Cathedral 
in London. But Columbus hadn’t just seen those cities, 
he’d lived in them. He had sat on the tip of the Eiffel 
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Eiffel Tower
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Columbus arrived in the city of music late in 
the evening. He landed on a park bench, where he 
found a very wet newspaper. In this paper he read that 
Marcella Buttini had given a splendid performance, 
and that she had left for Athens immediately after 
the concert.

Columbus reached into his bag for his compass 
and found which way was east. Then he headed off for 
the land of sun, wine and olives. He hadn’t even paused 
for a rest.

With the weather on his side, his flight to Greece 
went smoothly. As soon as the sun set, he set to 
finding somewhere to lay his head. His search wasn’t 
a long one, for there are many camp sites for birds by 
the Adriatic Sea. Birds of all kinds like to come here 
on holiday, to rest their tired wings. Columbus rented 
a box in a pine grove, and before long he was sleeping 
like a top. The following morning he had a light 
breakfast (a heavy stomach would slow his flight). He 
reached Greece, land of mythology, at around noon.

Although this was Columbus’s first time in Athens, 
he knew on whom to call. His fellow racing pigeons 
had told him several times about an old owl called 
Sophie, one of Athens’ intellectual bird class. Provided 
she hadn’t yet moved on, she would be nesting 
in a tympanum of the famous Parthenon temple. 
Columbus hoped very much that Sophie would agree 
to see him, and that she would tell him how Edith 
could be found.

Sophie had this year celebrated her 111th 
birthday. As wise as she was old, she spoke very 
slowly and with great deliberation. She required no 

Specification
size 180 × 215 mm, 

48 pages, hardbinding,

age 6+

Rights sold
Russian

Columbus Pigeon
Written by Emma Pecháčková
Illustrated by Petra Josefina Stibitzová

A ‘road movie’ about a retired post-office 
carrier pigeon in love. A thrilling tale of 
adventure, Columbus the Pigeon shows us 
a new way of seeing birds so clever, they 
always know what to.
  Former elite carrier pigeon Columbus 
falls in love with Edith, who belongs 
to a famous opera singer. For the sake 
of his lady love, who is imprisoned in 
a golden cage, Columbus flies right around 
the world. On his perilous travels, the 
feathered creatures he meets include an 
eagle, an owl, a goose, a peacock and 
a vulture, who help him on his way. During 
these sometimes comical, frequently 

poignant encounters, the characters of 
(bird) nations become apparent in different 
countries. Columbus the pigeon, who has 
a great sense of humour, is used to never 
giving up and reaching his destination 
at all costs. His story will teach children 
about the importance of going after your 
heart’s desire with determination, relying 
on friends for help and, last but not least, 
knowledge of foreign languages. As well as 
introducing readers to culture, monuments 
and customs in other countries, Columbus’s 
story will help them understand that travel 
is a great education that brings priceless 
experience.
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I promise to work  

diligently and conscientiously  

day and night to ensure that  

things age and are ruled  

by chaos�   

 

Nothing should ever remain  

well ordered and in one place� 

Everything must be directed 

constantly towards endless  

chaos and entropy�  

 

Only if this is so  

will our universe and world  

remain irresistibly groovy�  

O  ly in this way will I become  

a true entropic elf� N

PSAT graduate’s solemn vow

4: My friend 
Skim

The tomato stamp

This innocuous little contrivance by American 

inventor Jim Ketchup has truly revolutionized 

our ability to make tomato splodges. 

Máma taky pracuje v Oddělení stárnutí 

knih. Má na starosti divizi vůní. Pracuje 

v obrovské laboratoři se spoustou ampulek, 

křivulí a zkumavek plných prachu, hniloby 

a nejrůznějších plísní, a v jejich mixování je fakt 

dobrá! Všimli jste si vůbec, že každá knížka má 

tak trochu jinou vůni? Jen si schválně zkuste 

vyndat pár knížek z knihovny a přičichnout 

k 

 

 tak dále, však to znáte 

ze své vlastní knihovničky. Tak třeba lakovači 

ve dne v noci pracují na tom, aby obyčejný bílý 

papír, s jakým jste knížku koupili, časem vypadal 

krásně zašle a zažloutle nebo šedivě. Pomáhají 

jim v tom osloroháči, děrovači a trhači, a někdy 

dokonce namáčeči a rozpouštěči písmenek. 

Zvláštní divize jsou pak svačináři, kteří pracují 

na tom, aby se na každé stránce knížky pěkně 

obtisklo jakékoliv jídlo. Hrozně se mi líbí 

třeba jejich rajčatová razítka nebo ampulky 

na rozprašování oleje a mastnoty a samozřejmě 

čokoflekovač. Můj táta to všechno kontroluje 

a řídí a já se vám rovnou přiznám, že bych tuhle 

práci teda dělat nechtěl – je to vážně dřina!

Možná se vám někdy stalo, že jste doma 

na poličce najednou nemohli najít svou oblíbenou 

knížku. Ať jste hledali, kde jste hledali, jako by 

dočista zmizela. Nebojte, nezmizela. Teda vlastně 

zmizela, ale jen na chvilku – do oddělení mého 

táty. A až půjdete kolem poličky příště, knížku 

už tam určitě najdete. Jen bude zase o trošinku 

starší, než si ji pamatujete.
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Specification
size 240 × 320 mm, 

120 pages, hardbinding,

age 8–12

Rights sold
German, Korean, 

Lithuanian, Simplified 

Chinese, Polish

Have you noticed how things get older? Of course 
you have – you can’t fail to notice such things. Stop 
paying attention for a moment and you’ll discover 
that what was shiny and new a while ago is now 
old and useless. Who’s to blame? Well, living some-
where in our midst are little creatures who make 
all this ageing their business. And a pretty tough 
job they have too! One day, Typo, who specializes 
in printing errors in books, learns that when things 
get spoiled or old, people often aren’t too happy 
about it. So he sets out on a journey of adventure 
to the Ravages of Time. Will he manage to bring 
ageing to an end? And what role does the talking 
dung beetle play in all this?

Typo and Skim
Written by Barbora Klárová, Tomáš Končinský
Illustrated by Daniel Špaček
Graphic design Petr Štěpán
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NO, A BARBIE!

OOOH!

NO, A BARBIE!

OOOH!

18

“Come along, you cuties!” A cheerful warehouse worker placed 
one plush toy next to another onto a long shelf. “You’ll definitely be liked here!”

“We’re in a toy shop,” the flush toy neighbour on the shelf next to the blue pony said, 
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I HAVE 
A PRETTIER ONE!
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quite unnecessarily. Where else could it be, the blue pony thought 
to himself. There are even more toys here than children in the world. 
Maybe adults play here too, he pondered.Then he spotted a family 
walking down a long corridor and shook with excitement. What if they 
were coming right for him? Two boys took one and then another toy 
from the shelf and shouted to one another: 

“I’m taking this tractor!” 
“We’ve already got a tractor. I want a crane!” 
“What’s a crane good for, I’d prefer buying a submarine!” 
“What do you want with a submarine?! What are 
you going to do, play in the bath?!” 
“Why not, and I’m not going to lend it to you, so there.” 
Their mother looked displeased and their father intervened: 
“Forget it boys, if you don’t calm down, there won’t be a crane 
or a submarine!” The boys made faces and passed 

by the blue pony without a glance. 
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“That one’s pretty, Mommy, look!” A little girl was standing on her 
tiptoes under the shelf. She held something shabby in one hand 
and stretched out her other for the blue pony.

“You’re right, it is really cute. Would you like to have it Rahima?” 
her mother asked. 

“I’ve got Felicia already,” the girl answered, surprised that her 
mother would even ask. 

“She’s from Grandmother, you know that. She travelled with me 
the whole long trip.” 

“I know, but she’s getting old and shabby. She looked different 
when you first got her.” 
“I’ve changed too from that time. Do you want to exchange me too?!” 
Little Rahima stuck out her chin in defiance and her eyes flashed. 

“Come here,” her Mother hugged her quickly, “of course, I wouldn’t 
exchange you. 
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Sam’s family’s house was larger than the blue pony could imagine. 
Colourful balloons led both birthday guests from the ground floor 
all the way to the garden. Children were running around everywhere, 
with shouts of joy and laughter sounding out. A pile of presents was 
growing in number on a table on the terrace. Rahima placed her 
present along with the others and ran off to join her classmates. 

The blue pony looked around at his competition. They were looking 
good. Sam had a great deal to look forward TO. And where was 
he actually? What did his future friend look like, his bosom buddy? 
Was it that little boy trying to fish his cap out of the pond in 
the garden? Or perhaps the one who had just dropped his 
ice cream down his shirt front? But no, that has to be Sam! 
The one bouncing a football on his head, surrounded 
by his impressed classmates. 
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“Sammy, the cake! Come and make a wish!” a voice rang out, 
followed by an amazing cake with nine candles. 

“Happy birthday to you…” everyone sang together. But still no sign 
of Sam and the song was coming to an end. 

“Come on, Sammy, where are you?” the boy’s mother called out. 
“OK I’m coming!” Sam finally yelled. Everyone began to clap loudly 
and welcomed the birthday boy. 

So that’s Sam?! The blue pony looked over the boy with surprise. 
It wasn’t the football player. It was a blond boy with funny freckles. 
There wasn’t anything particularly strange about that. 
But what was strange, was that he acted… bored? 
Sam, but it’s your birthday today! the plush toy wanted to call out. 
The guests gathered around him: “Blow out the candles!” 
Sam took a breath and blew out all of the candles with one go. 
His mother caressed his hair and whispered in his ear: 

“What did you wish for?” 
“It doesn’t matter, it won’t come true,” the boy answered 
stubbornly. 
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Theresa wrapped the blue pony in her arms. The pony had no idea 
that a hug could be so pleasant. He didn’t want it to end. The girl 
let up after a little bit. She had something really important to do: 

“I have to show you my toys! This is Valerie, I have her from 
Granddad, I got the teddy bear for my birthday and here I have 
a washing machine and an iron, you’re probably not that interested 
in that. Rubber bands, hair clips, a headband… and some books. 
And this is where I sleep on the couch. You see, I have a blanket with 
stars on it. I hope you like it here. Are you hungry, how about some 
cereal? And what’s your name anyway?” 

The blue pony couldn’t even breath. Is this really happening? Had he 
made Theresa happy? Did he have a friend? Would he get a name?! 

“Opal. That name fits you!” the girl cried out happily and gave 
the pony a kiss in her enthusiasm. 
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The book The Greatest Wish, written by Ester Stará and illustrated by Daniela Olejníková, 
came about in cooperation with the organization Člověk v tísni o. p. s. (People In Need) 
as part of the international project Global Schools. The goal is to acquaint children with 
selected global themes and encourage discussion about the contemporary world. 

Teachers, and anyone else, who explore beyond the border of the book will appreciate 
the methodology involving specialized prepared activities linked with the stages of 
the horse’s journey. The methodology is available free of charge at www.varianty.cz/
nejvetsiprani. 
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Specification
size 285 × 235 mm,  

40 pages hardbinding, 

age 6–10

Rights sold
Simplified Chinese

A little, soft toy horse travels across the sea from the Far 
East to a large city in the heart of Europe. The journey 
is long and full of unusual encounters. The little blue toy 
horse hopes that, at the end of it, he will find someone to 
love him and become his friend. Is it going to happen?
  The Greatest Wish, written by the award-winning 
author and speech therapist Ester Stará, and illustrated 
by the leading Slovak artist Daniela Olejníková, was 
created in cooperation with the non-governmental 
organization People in Need (Člověk v tísni) with the 
deliberate intention of introducing to children selected 
global issues and to stimulate discussion about the world 
as it is today. 

The Greatest Wish
Written by Ester Stará
Illustrated by Daniela Olejníková
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How I met  
fear for the first 

time, found 
out where it 

comes from and 
why parents 

sometimes ban 
things.

10
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Who  
am I?

11
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Milada Rezková
Lukáš Urbánek
Jakub Kaše

Even  
Mum and Dad 

are afraid 
sometimes!

Why do  
we say,  

“He pooped  
his pants  

with fear”?   

Don’t Be Afraid! is a book about fear for both little 
scaredy-cats and big tough guys. Read it from the 
beginning, from the end or from the middle. It doesn’t 
really matter; fear is a part of life! Has it ever occurred 
to you that you don’t have to worry about fear? Do 
you know what goes on in your brain when you get 
scared? Are there any people who are never afraid? Is 
it possible to abuse fear? Did you know that elephants 
are afraid of mice and sharks are scared of dolphins? 
Look at fear from different angles. Imagine it as 
anxiety, panic, phobia – but also courage. You will be 
accompanied by a boy called George who has lots 
of adventures with fear. And he will make you laugh 
out loud! He who fears every bush can go a-birding 
anytime. And those who can admit to, name and 
understand their fears will do better.

You will learn all about 
this and tons of other 
stuff inside the book!

The big  
book on fear  
(not only) for 
little scaredy 

pants 
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Ew! Why 
manure,  

of all  
things?

I was 
flabbergasted.

20
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I didn’t  
mean it in  
a bad way!  

It’s fantastic  
that you’re  
not smelly!

Will I 
see you 
again?

See  
you soon,  

then!

Sorry!

That’s 
where  
I live.

We’d made our introductions 
so we started to talk.

First we talked about how everyone 
imagines their fear in a different colour.

I’m not sure, but I think it 
was the first time George 
met his fear all by himself.

…and then play cards 
round a tree stump.

Where all the deer go. 
Whether they just roam 
around or go to the 
feed-trough to have 
supper…

Not all people are the same 
colour, after all.

We chattered 
and blabbed away 
till we reached 
the end of the forest.

Then we talked about 
what goes on among 
the fir trees in the evening.

What  
a beautiful 

house!

You 
bet!
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See you 
later, 

alligator!

And you’d  
better know that  
this might end up 

being such a powerful 
experience that from 

now on you’ll be afraid 
every time you find 

yourself near  
a deep hole.

Later,  
maybe I’ll 

creep up on you 
disguised as 

fear of enclosed 
spaces.

Well, 
that’s too 

bad.

I’ll keep  
you company 

till you get 
rescued.

33
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Specification
size 245 × 320 mm, 

198 pages, hardbinding, 

age 8+

Rights sold
Polish, Russian, Simplified 

Chinese, Korean, Hebrew

Don’t Be Afraid
Written by Milada Rezková
Illustrated by Lukáš Urbánek  
and Jakub Kaše

Don’t Be Afraid is a book about fear for 
little scaredy-cats and big bravehearts. 
Read it from the beginning, the end or the 
middle. The order you read it in doesn’t 
matter, because fear is simply a part of 
life. Even Mummy and Daddy get scared 
sometimes! 
  Has it ever crossed your mind that 
there’s no need to be afraid of fear? 
Do you know what happens in your brain 
when you get scared? Do know why they 
say, “He was so scared, he pooed in his 
pants?” Do some people never get scared? 

Can fear give us an advantage? Did you 
know that elephants are afraid of ants and 
sharks are afraid of dolphins? Look at fear 
from different angles. Think of it as anxiety, 
panic, dread – but as courage, too. On 
hand to help you is a boy called Georgie, 
who has lots of adventures with his fear. 
And he’ll have you laughing for a page 
at a time, believe me. Even scaredy-cats 
can go into the woods. But those who can 
admit, name and understand their fear will 
have a better time there. You’ll discover all 
this and a million times more inside! 
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I’M LITTLE 
BIG POOP.

Velký Bobek SAZBA EN.indd   8 04.02.19   21:15

“Don’t think for a moment that I was always 
this big old Poop. Nobody’s born that way. We 
are born delicate and hungry for experience. 
And that’s what my story’s about: the path to 
knowledge,” spoke the old man into the silence.

“My words are a like a heart that never stops 
beating. The blood that courses beneath 
a man’s skin is suffused with the energy of the 
brown man, my energy.”

9
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Digestion is one of the everyday miracles of the 
human body. How does it work?

THERE’S A PATH BETWEEN 
THE HEAD AND THE BELLY, 
GREENHORNS!
Little Big Poop started out as a mouthful of food. 
He then gave away all the good he had in him and 
was finally cast out in that familiar, unwanted and 
detested form. This book describes his journey as 
an adventure. Totem poles, coyotes, teepees and 
tomahawks, comic strips, sayings, maps, rituals 
and miracles. Suspense and fun await the hungry 
reader on every page! Hand on belly, greenhorns, 
and onward to new adventures! From the authors 
of the book Don’t Be Afraid!

MILADA REZKOVÁ  LUKÁŠ URBÁNEK  JAKUB KAŠE
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NOW WE’VE 
REACHED THE END 

OF OUR STORY, 
THE POOP IS HERE 

IN ALL ITS...
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Specification
size 220 × 280 mm, 

176 pages, hardbinding, 

age 8+

Rights sold
Polish, Simplified Chinese

Little Big Poop
Written by Milada Rezková
Illustrated by Lukáš Urbánek  
and Jakub Kaše

Digestion is one of the everyday miracles 
of the human body. How does it work?

THERE’S A PATH BETWEEN
THE HEAD AND THE BELLY,
GREENHORNS!

Little Big Poop started out as a mouthful 
of food. He then gave away all the good 
he had in him and was finally cast out 
in that familiar, unwanted and detested 
form. This book describes his journey as an 
adventure. Totem poles, coyotes, teepees 

and tomahawks, comic strips, sayings, 
maps, rituals and miracles. Suspense and 
fun await the hungry reader on every page! 
Hand on belly, greenhorns, and onward to 
new adventures! From the authors of the 
book Don’t Be Afraid!

A basic human metabolic, biochemical 
process explained in the form of an 
adventure story. At long last, and right 
on time!
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“BAc baC  
baCtY BAc.” 
Yes, I said they are friends. The relationship 
between people and bacteria is like the relationship 
between different people. It’s like in school. Some 
people are great to spend time with. You help each 
other, you think up naughty things to do and jump 
up and down on a trampoline. With other people 
it’s not so great. They’re nasty to you and spoil 
your fun. They are a real pain in the neck. 
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“Vincent van Gogh. I was just reading about him, before 
we left. I really like one of his paintings, actually lots 
of paintings. He has such an interesting name.”

“Probably you know that he painted the most beautiful works in France 
but he came from Holland. A name like that is very common there.”

“Does he also belong among the Impressionists? I just don’t 
want to make a mistake tomorrow,” Emma said.

“No. In my opinion he doesn’t belong anywhere, you can’t put 
him in a box. He was unique and it did him no good.”

Emma quickly wrote something in her notebook and added 
thoughtfully: “He looks very stern in that painting,  
but also somewhat sad, don’t you think so, grandpa?”

“Yes I think so. It is said that he painted the most beautiful pictures 
in the last four years of his life. Most likely that’s true. By 
the way his life has been described in many books, they 
also made several films about him. Are you interested”

“You should ask?! Continue!”
“His case proves that anyone can create but takes doing to become 

an artist. Also, that genius can come from anywhere, as one 
of my favorite commentators says. For a long time van Gogh 
did not know what he wanted to do, he changed jobs; later 
in Paris, he met several of the contemporary artists. There 
he also saw a lot of paintings that influenced him; among 
them, for example, the now familiar ‘Gleaners.’ Van Gogh also 
chose simple themes – sunflowers in a vase, his worn boots, 
a chair in a room or a landscape where he lived. Much later 
people discovered the depth of his work, they learned that he 
succeeded in imprinting a part of himself, for example happiness 
or sadness, into his works. Most likely, no one succeeded in 
doing this before. Look at this picture. It’s just a field of cereals 
and, above it, the sky. Nothing is going on there, at least not 
at first sight. If you take your time looking at the picture, it 
will appear as if it could be moving. Short, quick strokes of the 
brush, you see that? He doesn’t spare the paint, he alternates 
dark green, dark blue, lemon yellow and light ocher. It is with 
those quick moves of the brush that he achieved the effect of 
a gentle movement, which I always feel when I stand in the fields. 
It is actually very wild and at the same time harmonious.”

“In just such a field, in the summer of 1890, Vincent shot himself 
with a revolver and died in the arms of his brother Theo. He 
was thirty-seven years old and no one knew him, his works 
didn’t interest anyone” Emma read from her notebook in 
which she had, at home, transcribed excerpts from the 
book about art: “grandpa that is really awfully sad.”

“It would be sad if we couldn’t be standing here now in front of this 
picture or in front of his portrait. Imagine, in not quite fifteen 
years after he died, large exhibits were organized, his works 
became world known, they influenced young artists who later 
became incredible mature artists, and his pictures began to sell 
and appear in the most important galleries around the world. And 
their copies hang in dental offices or in the halls of your school.”
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“So? Shall we?” grandpa asked impatiently a moved his 
favorite baseball cap forward: “Nicolas and grandma 
are supposed to be waiting for us after the game in 
front of the gallery, so we really should get going.“

Emma appeared slowly from her room, her head 
inside a book: “I’m just looking at some pictures. 
I’m supposed to hand in a final project about 
important artists at the turn of the 19th and 
20th centuries. You think we’ll see some there?”

“For sure. But if you don’t get moving, the only 
thing you’ll get to see is my sour face. And 
we both know that that’s no fun.”
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How many originals are there in the world, what changes did 
the black square bring about, and why would someone steal a urinal? 
�ese and many other questions are answered in this visually creative 

book about modern art. �e publication is the first unique attempt 
to introduce the most complicated period in the history of visual arts 

in an accessible and playful way which will appeal to both children 
and their parents. Little readers as well as grown-ups can learn 

the difference between a gallery and a museum, the meaning of the words 
auction and depository, or why modern paintings no longer resemble 

photographs; the book even offers a thrilling detective comics.
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In 2015 Why Paintings Don’t Need Titles 
was awarded the prestigious Magna Litera 

prize for the best children’s book.

obalka_538,5x362_M.indd   1 25.05.17   14:50 (*1976)

He was always interested in drawing 
and books. Later on, he worked as 
a lecturer in several galleries and intro-
duced art to children, their parents,
the blind, seniors or prison inmates. 
At present, he is in charge of the program 
for the Jindřich Chalupecký Award and for 
the Transitdisplay gallery. 

(*1978)

He has been drawing and painting all his 
life. Devoted to painting, he is also involved 
with installation art, objects or video 
productions. He is a member of the Rafani 
art group and partner in  the Franta-Böhm 
art duo as well as the founder of the comics 
magazine KIX. He has exhibited in 
the Czech Republic and abroad and has 
been the finalist for the prestigious Jindřich 
Chalupecký Award several times.
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Specification
size 240 × 325 mm, 

100 pages, hardbinding,

age 10+

Rights sold
Simplified Chinese, 

Korean

Why Paintings  
Don’t Need Titles
Written by Ondřej Horák
Illustrated by Jiří Franta

How many originals are there in the world,  
what did a black square change and why  
would anyone steal a urinal? This visually playful 
book offers answers to these and many other 
questions about modern art. It shows the most 
important period of  history of modern art in 
an easily comprehensible and funny form,  
which will capture the attention of both children 
and their parents. On top of that, you can also 
find there an  exciting comic detective story.  
The book received the Magnesia Litera Award  
and Golden-Ribbon Award for children’s book 
of the year 2015.
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HOW TO INSTALL 
AN EXHIBITION

Max Ernst? 
Yes, Max Ernst. 

This is the 
right legend. 

Hang it as usual, 
please . One-fifty 
from the centre. Wait a sec, it ’s  

a big one. Better 
hang it higher .  

I ’m really 
worried 
that we 

won’t fit 
everything 

in.

Ha, ha . I ’m 
a pa inter 

toO. . .

You’re in for a long day, lads. And the painting of the rooms needs to be finished tomorrow morning.

It needs to 
be very 
well l it 

here . Please 
add another 

l ight. 

Who came 
up . . .  with? 

Bam-bam, 
bam-baM... … Easy 

does it !

4746
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ISBN 978-80-7027-303-6

Specification
size 236 × 335 mm, 

70 pages including 

bookends + 3 fold-outs, 

hardbinding, age 8+

Rights sold
Complex Chinese, German, 

Japanese, Korean, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Ukrainian, Russian, Italian, 

Spanish for Europe

How to Make a Gallery
Written by Ondřej Chrobák,  
Rostislav Koryčánek, Martin Vaněk
Illustrated by David Böhm, Jiří Franta

This lavishly illustrated book invites young readers 
to enter the world of museums and galleries. 
Illustrator David Böhm and writers Ondřej 
Chrobák, Rostislav Koryčánek and Martin Vaněk 
present a history of the gallery and show us 
how works of art are exhibited, all the services 
a gallery provides and how an exhibition comes 
into being. Readers will find out how a gallery 
works and about all the people who work in it. 
After reading this book, children will no longer 
regard a gallery as a boring, inaccessible space.

Special Mention 
in the Category 
Children's books 
on art of the2017 
Bologna Ragazzi 

Award.
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Specification
size 115 × 165 mm, 

128 pages, paperback,

age 12+

Rights sold
Simplified Chinese, Korean

Shortcuts
Written and illustrated 
by Mariana Tutschová

This book will help you improve the quality of 
your life! A funny, illustrated pocket guide for 
pupils, students and adults who suffer from 
procrastination. By using shortcuts, we gain time 
that we usually waste later on. Fortunately, this 
pocket book will offer you tips on how to use your 
time most effectively. For better orientation, the 
tips are listed according to the time saved: from 
two seconds to time that can’t be caught up.  
The author studied graphic design and this  
is her debut.
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Specification
size 115 × 165 mm,  

112 pages, paperback, 

teenagers + :)

Rights sold 
Korean, Simplified 

Chinese, Complex  

Chinese, Japanese,  

Italian, Hungarian

A cartoon encyclopaedia of peeing for young  
and old. A unique, playful, and educational book-
let in a very useful pocket format which introduc-
es peeing from all the perspectives. It begins with 
an explanation of the basic principles of urination 
and its history, before returning to contemporary 
styles and techniques. Humorous hyperbole full of 
Myths, facts and half-truths.

The Big Book of Peeing
Written and illustrated
by Jakub Plachý
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