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Wild and Tame 
Animals

Animal Lookalikes
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Forthcoming  
co-editions

Our House

Underground

Franny Fox Looks for 
Bilberries

Tony Hare and His 
Party in the Woods

Anthill Tree Beehive

At the Water

Milo Badger Looks 
for a New Home

Freddy Bear Decorates 
Mr Owl’s House

SEARCH & EXPLORE
a new series

Order confirmation: 12.12.2019
FOB HK: 19.5.2020
Further details on page 8

EXPLORE ANIMAL 
KINGDOM
new books from  
a successful series

Order confirmation: 14.1.2020
FOB HK: 8.6.2020
Further details on page 10

FRIENDS FROM  
THE FOREST
a new series

Order confirmation: 12.12.2019
FOB HK: 19.5.2020
Further details on page 12

COLOURS IN 
NATURE
a new book

Order confirmation: 14.11.2019
FOB HK: 20.3.2020
Further details on page 26

ALL ABOUT THE 
FEATHER
a new book

Order confirmation: 14.11.2019
FOB HK: 6.4.2020
Further details on page 27

PESTIES
a new book

Order confirmation: 14.11.2019
EXW CZ: 13.3.2020
Further details on page 28

SIMILAR, YET 
DIFFERENT
a new series

Order confirmation: 14.11.2019
FOB HK: 6.4.2020
Further details on page 29

WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN THE WEATHER 
CHANGES?
a new book

Order confirmation: 14.11.2019
FOB HK: 6.4.2020
Further details on page 30
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A BUNCH OF 
QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS 
a new book from  
a successful series

Order confirmation: 12.12.2019
FOB HK: 19.5.2020
Further details on page 32

ATLASES FOR 
CHILDREN
a new book from 
a successful series

Order confirmation: 14.1.2020
FOB HK: 8.6.2020
Further details on page 34

BOOKS FOR 
CURIOUS YOUNG 
MINDS 
a new book from 
a successful series

Order confirmation: 12.12.2019
FOB HK: 19.5.2020
Further details on page 36

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
ORDINARY THINGS
a new book

Order confirmation: 12.12.2019
FOB HK: 19.5.2020
Further details on page 40

REMARKABLE 
WORKS OF ART 
AROUND THE 
WORLD
a new book from  
a successful series

Order confirmation: 14.11.2019
FOB HK: 6.4.2020
Further details on page 38

FAMOUS ANIMALS 
AND PETS OF THE 
FAMOUS
a new book

Order confirmation: 14.11.2019
FOB HK: 20.3.2020
Further details on page 41

OUTSIDE SPACE
a new book

Order confirmation: 14.11.2019
FOB HK: 6.4.2020
Further details on page 49

Astounding Questions from the 
Fabulous World of Planets

The Stories of Musical 
Instruments

The Stories of 
Pictures & 
Sculptures

The Stories of 
Interesting 
Buildings

The Stories of 
Interesting 
Towns and 
CitiesThe Tricky  

Questions of 
Smartie Joey

The Tricky  
Questions of 
Prier Maya

Everything You’ve 
Ever Wanted to 
Know About the 
Moon

How Art Is Made

Atlas of Volcanoes for 
Children

Do You Know 
How Things Are 
Made?

How Things  
Are Made



age 2–5
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A House Full  
of Animals: Find 
Hidden Animals

book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280mm, 7 spreads, flaps, 

hardbinding

illustrated by zuzana dreadka krutá
written by sabina konečná

A small hole in the fence, that’s all it took for a great, 
fun adventure to start. Curious animals from a nearby 
ZOO set out to explore a neighbouring house. They’re 
going to search six rooms in total, enjoying their visit 
immensely. They’ll take a taste of many goodies, have 
a nap, crawl inside wardrobes, climb on shelves, even 
jump into the bathtub. Find all 86 animals that have 
hidden themselves inside this generously illustrated 
interactive book for small readers, and learn many 
interesting facts!

The life of an ordinary family that lives in an ordinary 
house can be turned upside down in the blink of an 
eye. All it takes is one little hamster called Sid, a true 
adventurer at heart. When Sid flees his cage to explore 
the family house, an unforgettable expedition begins. 
Luckily Peapod and Pie, siblings and Sid’s owners, are 
hot on his heels. Help them search and explore every 
room in the house, look under the flaps and help them 
find Sid. You’ll get to know every nook and cranny of 
the house, learn to name the peculiar things that are 
there and learn to understand how they work. Let the 
search begin!

suitable for

age 3–5

illustrated by edit hajdu
written by pavla hanáčková

Search & Explore
book parameters: 

Size 230 × 330 mm, 6 spreads, 

hardbinding

suitable for

age 2–5

search & explore

Our City

search & explore

Our House

coming soon

N
EW

sold: Bulgarian, Greek, Italian, 

Lithuanian, Slovene, Spanish
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illustrated by marcel králik

written by petra bartíková

age 2–5

book parameters: 

Size 230 × 230 mm, 16 pages, 

board book

This series of shaped leporello books with all sorts of 
cut-out chambers and holes will allow the curious 
readers to explore each title inside out. The inhabitants 
of each book will tell children how it goes in the place 
they live in. Chunky pages, concise texts packed with 
fun facts and cute illustrations are just perfect for 
younger kids! What would it be like to be a bee, an ant or a squirrel 

living in the hollow of an old oak tree? Let’s explore 
the animal kingdom, where you can be one of them for 
a little while. Of course, it’s only pretend! These 
leporello books are shaped like underground, hives, 
trees or anthills with numerous carved out chambers 
and corridors.

illustrated by magdaléna takáčová
written by petra bartíková

illustrated by 
martin šojdr

Explore Animal  
Kingdom

suitable for

explore animal kingdom

Tree
sold: Simplified Chinese, Portuguese 

for Brazil, Estonian, Italian, Galician, 

Greek, Hungarian, German, Slovene, 

Spanish, Swedish, Complex Chinese

explore animal kingdom

Beehive
sold: Simplified Chinese, Portuguese for 

Brazil, Estonian, German, Italian, Galician, 

Greek, Lithuanian, Slovene, Spanish, 

Swedish, Complex Chinese, Finnish

explore animal kingdom

Anthill 
sold: Simplified Chinese, Portuguese 

for Brazil, German, Galician, Finnish, 

Greek, Spanish, Slovene, Complex 

Chinese, Italian

explore animal kingdom

Underground

explore animal kingdom

At the Water

Worker ants carry out 

various tasksLook inside 

the anthill

Ants only rarely 

take a rest
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illustrated by tomáš kopecký

written by petra bartíková

age 2–5

book parameters: 

Size 170 × 170 mm, 5 spreads,  

5 big flaps, board book

Franny Fox, Milo Badger, Tony Hare, Freddy Bear - 
four guys who will guide children through the forest 
and teach them colours, opposites, numbers and 
shapes. Four board books that  
feature illustrations with funny  
details, and there‘s a flap to lift 
on every page!

Friends from 
the Forest

suitable for

friends from the forest

Franny Fox Looks 
for Bilberries

friends from the forest

Milo Badger Looks 
for a New Home

friends from the forest

Tony Hare and 
His Party in the 
Woods

friends from the forest

Freddy Bear 
Decorates Mr 
Owl’s House

N
EW
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Animal 
Relationships
book parameters: 

Size 230 × 210 mm, 32 pages, 

hardbinding

illustrated by jana kloučková kudrnová
written by petra bartíková and markéta špačková

animal relationships 

Why Lions 
Roar at Lions: 
How Animals 
Communicate
sold: French for Europe, English for 

Australia

animal relationships 

Why Crocodiles 
Make Waves: 
Love between 
Animals
sold: French for Europe, English 

for Australia

How can I tell my chosen one that I like her? If she 
bares her teeth at me, does it mean that she likes me or 
that I should take to my heels? Relationships aren’t 
easy at all. As animals could tell you... In many stories 
for children, humans understand the language of 
animals only when magic is involved. Abracadabra! 
Now they understand all kinds of barking and buzzing. 
Who wouldn’t want to understand animal language? If 
you’re interested in knowing what animals talk about, 
then these are books for you.

suitable for

age 3–5

Books from this series explain 
children how animals camouflage 
themselves in nature. In each 
book five animals are hidden in 
their natural habitat and children can 
uncover them by pulling the sliding mechanism. 
Moreover, they will learn more interesting facts about 
the camouflage of each animal. On the last page, 
children will have loads of fun while looking for 
animals that are hidden in the picture!

Invisible Animals suitable for

age 3–5

book parameters: 

Size 210 × 210 mm, 7 spreads, 

5 venetian sliders, hardbinding

illustrated by linh dao
written by pavla hanáčková

invisible animals

Who’s Hiding 
in the Forest 
and Snow?
sold: Spanish worldwide, Simplified 

Chinese, Vietnamese, Italian, 

Lithuanian, Polish, Complex Chinese

invisible animals

Who’s Hiding in 
the Desert and 
Water?
sold: Spanish worldwide, Simplified 

Chinese, Vietnamese, Italian, Polish, 

Complex Chinese
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Pull the magic 

pull-bar

The picture will 

change before 

your very eyes

Teddy and Friends
book parameters: 

Size 190 × 190 mm, 6 spreads, 

6 venetian slides, case cover

illustrated by katarína macurová
written by petra bartíková

teddy and his friends  

Teddy in the 
Garden
sold: Estonian, Greek, Complex 

Chinese

teddy and his friends  

Teddy in the 
Kitchen
sold: Greek, Complex Chinese

teddy and his friends  

Teddy in the 
Garage
sold: Greek, Complex Chinese

teddy and his friends  

Teddy on the 
Farm
sold: Greek, Complex Chinese

Four books about Teddy and friends who want to help 
him but don’t always succeed. In summer, the 
strawberries in Teddy’s garden ripen. Teddy takes good 
care of them. Oof, but who has eaten his carrot?! Teddy 
has a small farm, too. On his farm he looks after 
chickens, sheep, horses and other animals. His friend 
Mr Piggy helps Teddy. But sometimes Mr Piggy gets 
his trotters in a twist. Then life on the farm gets 
messy … In Teddy’s home two mice have never got up 
to anything but mischief, but this time they have 
decided to help Teddy – to make a delicious pizza! In 
the garage Teddy and Mr Hedgehog have a lot of work 
ahead of them. How do you think they’ll get on? One 
thing’s for sure – Teddy’s home will again be full of 
fun. Look through books and say what’s happening in 
the garage, on the farm, in the kitchen and in the 
garden. Thanks to the magic pull bar, the animals all 
but come to life!

suitable for

age 2–5

Push, dig, boom, cuddle. Gerbils sleep pressed next to 
one another in holes with passage ways, which they dig 
themselves. Zoom! Gulp! Smack! Frogs use their long 
tongues to grab insects, worms 
and even small rodents. You will 
learn this, and much more, in 
your first illustrated books about 
nature.

My First Books 
of Nature

suitable for

age 3–5

book parameters: 

Size 230 × 270 mm, 28 pages, 

hardbinding

illustrated by katarína macurová 
written by petra bartíková

my first books of nature

How Animals Sleep
sold: Simplified Chinese, Estonian, Russian, 

Ukrainian, Greek, Slovene, Vietnamese, 

Thai, Catalan

my first books of nature

How Animals Eat
sold: Simplified Chinese, Russian, Ukrainian, 

Greek, Vietnamese, Polish, Thai, Catalan



Learning Wheel
book parameters: 

Size 170 × 170 mm, 6 spreads, 

rotating mechanism,  

hardbinding

illustrated by julie cossette
written by pavla hanáčková

In this series you’ll find funny, colourful books that 
teach kids all the basics they need to know. Special 
rotating mechanism on the left side of the spread 
supports the visual learning and children will learn 
everything they need about colours, shapes, numbers, 
opposites, seasons and the daily routine. On the right 
side of each spread, they will practice other things 
connected to each topic. Just turn and learn!

suitable for

age 2+

18

19

learning wheel

Shapes
sold: Spanish & Basque, Italian, 

Complex Chinese, Hungarian, Latvian, 

Greek, Simplified Chinese, French

learning wheel

Numbers
sold: Spanish & Basque, Italian, 

Complex Chinese, Latvian, Greek, 

Simplified Chinese, Dutch, French

learning wheel

Opposites
sold: Italian, Complex Chinese, 

Hungarian, Lithuanian, French, Greek, 

Simplified Chinese, Maltese, Spanish

fairy tale encyclopedia  

On the Site with 
the Three Little 
Pigs
sold: Lithuanian, Simplified Chinese, 

Portuguese for Europe, French

fairy tale encyclopedia  

In the Ocean 
with the Little 
Mermaid
sold: Simplified Chinese, Portuguese 

for Europe, French

Fairy Tale 
Encyclopedia
book parameters: 

Size 220 × 220 mm, 6 spreads, 

hardbinding

illustrated by alexandra májová
written by štěpánka sekaninová and 
petra bartíková

fairy tale encyclopedia  

In the Wood with 
Little Red Riding 
Hood
sold: Lithuanian, Simplified Chinese, 

French, German, Portuguese for Europe

fairy tale encyclopedia  

In the Garden with 
Sleeping Beauty
sold: Simplified Chinese, Portuguese 

for Europe, French, German for Turkey

Do you think that fairy tales are just lovely stories 
filled with fantasy, magic, witchcraft and wonder, and 
that they tell us nothing new about the world that 
surrounds us? If you do, whether you’re a big reader or 
a small one, you’re wrong. Let the Encyclopaedia of 
Fairy Tales series prove it by showing you all the things 
fairy tales can teach us. Walk through the woods with 
Little Red Riding Hood, inspect the garden with 
Sleeping Beauty, help the Three Little Pigs build 
a house, and dive deep into the sea with the Little 
Mermaid. What are you waiting for? Learn about the 
world against the background of your favourite stories 
and have fun at the same time!

suitable for

age 3–5

learning wheel

My Day
sold: Complex Chinese, 

learning wheel

Seasons
sold: English for Hong Kong, Complex 

Chinese

learning wheel

Colours
sold: Italian, Complex Chinese, Greek, 

Hungarian, French, Latvian, Simplified 

Chinese, Dutch, Maltese, Spanish
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More books suitable 
for age 2–5

peek-a-boo animal pop-ups

animal homes

a pictorial  
mini-encyclopedia

Everyday Life 
at School
sold: Russian, 

Simplified Chinese

What Will 
I Be?
sold: Russian, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Lithuanian

shape books for 
young readers 

Pirates – The 
Treasure of 
Hopalong Jack
sold: Dutch, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Portuguese for 

Brazil, Slovene

The Mystery  
of the Mummy
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Portuguese 

for Brazil

Shapes
sold: Ukrainian

Animal 
Houses and 
Shelters
sold: Ukrainian

Animal Colours
sold: Dutch, Finnish, 

Italian, Norwegian, 

Swedish, Slovene, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Ukrainian, French for 

Europe, Russian, English 

for Hong Kong

Animal Patterns
sold: Dutch, Finnish, 

Italian, Norwegian, 

Swedish, Slovene, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Ukrainian, French for 

Europe, Latvian, Russian, 

English for Hong Kong

Animal Babies 
around the 
Forest
sold: Dutch, French

Animal Babies 
on the Farm
sold: Dutch, French

In the Forest
sold: Dutch, French 

for Europe, Italian, 

German, Vietnamese

In the Garden
sold: Dutch, French 

for Europe, Italian, 

German, Vietnamese

Animals  
of the Jungle
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Portuguese 

for Brazil

Life in a Castle  
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Portuguese 

for Brazil, Slovene, 

German

The Undersea 
World 
sold: Dutch, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Portuguese for Brazil, 

German

bird’s eye view discovery

Wild Animals 
from 
a Swallow’s 
Eye Viewals
sold: Simplified 

Chinese

City from 
a Sparrow’s 
Eye View
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, German
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other booksyes or no

little shoes

beat your fear choose & learn

Can You 
Behave? 
Etiquette for 
Little Rascals
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Spanish for 

Europe, Russian,  

Ukrainian

Joey Learns to 
Tie His 
Shoelaces
sold: Dutch, English 

for China, Spanish 

and Catalan for 

Europe, Complex 

Chinese, Russian, 

Portuguese for Brazil, 

Vietnamese, Slovene

Kate Learns to 
Tie Her 
Shoelaces
sold: Dutch, English 

for China, Greek, 

Spanish and Catalan 

for Europe, Complex 

Chinese, Russian, 

Portuguese for Brazil, 

Vietnamese

Are You 
Careful 
Enough? 
A Guide 
for Little 
Hotheads
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Spanish for 

Europe, Estonian, 

Russian, Ukrainian

Not As Scary 
As It Looks …
sold: Ukrainian, 

Italian, Spanish for 

Europe, Icelandic

Animals

Seasons

Shapes

I’m Not Afraid 
of the Dark
sold: English for 

Australia and NZ, 

English for UK, English 

for USA, Simplified 

Chinese, Ukrainian, 

French, Greek, Spanish 

for Europe, Portuguese 

for Europe, Latvian, 

Complex Chinese, 

Dutch, Russian, 

Estonian, Icelandic, 

Italian, Romanian, 

Swedish

tales of nature

Rosie the 
Raindrop
sold: Estonian, 

Simplified Chinese, 

English for Hong 

Kong

Samie the Stork
sold: Estonian, 

Simplified Chinese

Bug Hotel
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, German, 

Polish
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age 6–8 & 9–12
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16 17

Pink
Pink – snug in the down of spring birds, 

shimmering under eyelids,  
fragrant with blossom of lone wayside cherries. 

Pink delicacy of flamingo wings. 

pink agate

ragged-robin

lotus

com
mon

oleander

mediter
ran

ean
 sca

llop

cattleya

mot 
 orchid

misty rose flamingo pink

rosewood

Nu
bia

n

foxg
love

marta
gon lilygal ic rose

gala
h

rosy starling jel y
fish

bee-
eate

r

common
mal ow

cyclamen

cherrytree

mauve orchid pink cyclamen pink begonia pink

fuchsia rosewood pink salmonthist e

robin

cone
flow

er
hed

geho

g

comm
on fumitory

fuchsie

magnolia

rose
 ma

l ow

octopus

cher
ry blossom pink rose pink

rocketdame’s

t ist es
plumeless

bego
nia

common corncockle

Anna’s
hummingbird

tea rose

Japanese cherry

pink

viburnum
farreri

common

Caribbean flamingo

Amazon

common  sea urchin 

river dolphin

stalagmites

axolot salmon

verbena

common

anem
one

starfish

rose
 q a

rtz

clover

cushion pink

house-leek
cobweb

book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 64 pages, 

pocket with a folding poster, 

hardbinding Nature is full of fascinating creatures. Have you 
noticed how diverse, yet similar can some things be? 
Take eggs or feathers for instance: their features may 
vary across the whole animal kingdom. Eggs are always 
at the beginning of a new life – yet they come in 
different sizes, shapes and colours. Don’t be fooled: 
birds aren’t the only animals capable of laying eggs! 
And what about that feather that lies under the tree?  
Feathers are as diverse as the birds that wear them to 
suit their habitat. Many birds make a feather bed in 
their nests to lay their fragile eggs on; the feathers of 
some males can even make them more successful 
in attracting their future bride! Learn about 
the most interesting species in the 
bird kingdom and their eggs or 
feathers – on a large-format 
poster too!

written by 
markéta nováková, 
eva bártová,  
blanka sedláková

suitable for

book parameters: 

Size 240 x 300 mm, 32 pages, 

hardbinding

Nature is teeming with incredible colours. But have 
you ever wondered how the colours green, yellow, pink 
or blue might taste or smell? What could they sound 
like? Or what would they feel like if you touched 
them? Nature’s colours are so wonderful and diverse 
they inspired people to use the names of plants, 
animals and minerals when labelling all the nuances. 
Join us on a journey to discover the twelve most 
well-known colours and their shades. You will learn 
that the colours and elements you find in nature are 
often closely connected. Will you be able to find all the 
links in each chapter? Last but not least, if you are an 
aspiring artist, take our course at the end of the book 

and you’ll be able to paint as exquisitely as nature 
itself does! Nature’s Wonderful Colours: 
Colours in Nature is a unique hand-painted 

encyclopaedia dedicated to the wonderful world 
of colours you find in nature – be it colours of 

plants, animals or minerals.

Colours in Nature
illustrated by magdalena konečná

written by jana sedláčková, štěpánka sekaninová

age 6–8

all  about...

All about the Egg
sold: Estonian, French for Europe, 

Italian, Slovene, Simplified Chinese, 

Complex Chinese, Spanish, German, 

Polish

all about...

All about the 
Feather

All about...

written by 
marie kotasová adámková

suitable for

age 6–8

illustrated by matej ilčík

NEW
NEW

2 3

Somateria mollissima
COMMON EIDER

50–71 cm

80–110 cm

1190–2900 g

Its feathers are 
extremely good 
insulators.

Arctic animals
ALTHOUGH THE ARCTIC CLIMATE IS HARSH 
FOR ALL LIVING CREATURES, SOME SPECIES 
HAVE ADAPTED TO IT EXTREMELY WELL. 

POLAR BEAR WALRUS REINDEER BOWHEAD WHALESNOW GOOSE

A NEST AMONG 
SEAWEED AND PEBBLES
↓

LINED WITH FEATHERS 
↓

THE FEMALE IS 
DARK BROWN
→  

  

O n northern coasts, you may encounter a large 
black and white duck. And it’s not alone! Its 

companion doesn’t look anything like it, however. Her 
feathers go through several shades of brown and are 
quite inconspicuous. That’s right, the more colourful 
of the pair is the male; the female blends in with her 
surroundings. These Arctic divers, called common 
eiders, love to eat crustaceans and molluscs – and 
they are prepared to go 25 metres into the cold 
deep to find them! 

IN A DUVET
Brrr! It’s pretty cold in the north, I can tell you. It’s enough 
to make your wings freeze! So Mother Nature left nothing 
to chance and gave the eider high-quality downy feathers 
which can be relied on to keep the bird warm even in super-
low temperatures. This is because of the high number of 
long barbs that make up the vanes of the feathers. These 
barbs are joined together by little hooks invisible to the 
naked eye, making the feathers lovely and fluffy. The air 
that remains in the space between the individual barbs of 
a feather are more effective than any duvet. 

HIDEAWAY ON A CLIFF
Thanks to its remarkable feathers, the eider can survive in 
harsh Arctic conditions and dive in icy waters. But what 
about its eggs and young? Well, have no fear – they, too, 
are well cared for. Eider nests are built on cliffs and lined 
by the mums-to-be with feathers plucked from their own 
bodies – so protecting the fragile eggs and later the little 
black chicks from strong Arctic winds.  

EIDERDOWN 
DUVETS
Ducks are not the only ones to make 
use of the splendid warming properties 
of eiderdown. Having discovered how 
light and warm the feathers of the 
eider are, people soon began to use 
them to fill sleeping bags, pillows and 
duvets. Today, as the feathers of the 
eider can only be acquired from the 
nest, eiderdown duvets are among the 
most expensive. 

Occurence: 
NORTHERN COASTS OF EUROPE AND 
NORTH AMERICA AND ASSOCIATED 
ISLANDS

THE DRAKE IN 
A WEDDING DRESS

→  
  

DOWNY 
FEATHERS  

WITH  
HOOKS → 
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suitable for

book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 36 pages, 

hardbinding

Attention, please! An investigation is underway. We 
are searching for animals of weird and wonderful 
shapes, with odd body markings, thieving paws, 
greedy beaks and sharp fangs. Their territory takes in 
our pantries and gardens, even our bedrooms. We 
encounter them all over the world. Of many different 
kinds, they form a dreadful band of damage-doers.  
Open this book and learn about all the mischief 
caused by certain creatures when they get close to us.

Pesties
illustrated by anna aňos kubecová 
written by sabina konečná, tomáš filipi

age 6–8

NEW

The bison has lots of shaggy, brown 

hair all over its body. When it runs 

through the grassy prairie, it leaves behind 

a thoroughly churned up trail and clouds of 

dust. In winter, it uses its humped neck to 

clear away the snow, so it can find  

enough food for itself in the cold  

season. Such a clever animal!

Bison

S h a g g y 
g i a n t

The cow grazes peacefully in moun-

tain meadows filled with fresh and juicy 

grass. One would think it had nothing to 

do all day but chew every mouthful over and 

over again. The only ones who don’t need to 

chew are small calves – they are fed by 

their mother with milk from  

her udder.

Cow

L a z y 
g r a z e r 

suitable for

book parameters: 

Size 200 × 200 mm, 44 pages  

+ 18 gatefolds, hardbinding

The origin of some animals can be traced back to their 
wild ancestors. No wonder we can still see some crazy 
features in their tamer counterparts! Moreover, there 
are many creatures in the animal kingdom that look 
like two peas in a pod. But take a closer look! This 
series will explain to children the differences as well as 
similarities between similar-looking animals. Don’t 
only take their appearance into account - their nature, 
behaviour and habitat are really important, too! Bold, 
modern illustrations complement the concise, yet 
information-packed texts. Just open one of the 
gatefolds and discover what makes each animal unique 
and different from its companion!

Similar, yet 
Different

illustrated by ana miminoshvili

written by jana sedláčková, pavla hanáčková

age 6–8

similar, yet different

Wild and Tame 
Animals

similar, yet different

Animal Lookalikes

N
EW
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IN THE 
HARE DEN
After hare courtship, the future 

mom has to choose a comfor-

table place. Here she will bring 

one, or even up to four little hares into the 

world. They are born with fur and immediately explore the little den. They 

cuddle and snuggle together in the tall grass until Mommy comes to feed 

them. They have to be quiet, really quiet, so as not to be heard by the 

godmother fox. Hush and shush!

PHEASANT COURTSHIP

PARTRIDGE GATHERINGS

In March, the most celebrated pheasant season begins – the period of mating 

calls. Combative cocks call out from every field and baulk, competing with one 

other. The pheasant hen, white as a bride, is choosing its bridegroom. 

Who wins its heart? The one with the most beautiful engagement 

dance of course!

Hungarian partridges are loyal to fields, meadows and 

balks. In the autumn they find plenty of goodies here 

and form larger flocks. In the winter, it‘s always better in 

larger groups. The partridges wait out the cold winter 

nights in a protected place in the klatches, where they 

all huddle together. When they leave the klatch the next 

morning, they also leave a large amount of faeces.

OUCH, YOU’RE 
STANDING ON MY 

PAW.

PRETTY SWEET, 
HUH?

RABBIT CHASES AND SKIRMISHES
In the springtime, the field becomes the scene for hare courtship. One doe is 

even chased by several suitors. “Wham, boom, bam!” But what is it? The chase 

has transformed into a skirmish. Everyone is scuffling and the doe is not far 

behind. When she doesn‘t like the suitor, she whacks him in the nose.

IN THE FIELD

During the autumn harvest, the field invites 

the animals to eat properly before the win-

ter. The pig family does not set even a hoof 

out of the vast field of maize, they feel 

so happy there. The greedy guts common 

hamster has been hamstering supplies since 

summer, so its underground pantry is full. It 

sure won't starve in the winter! The swallows 

are bidding farewell: “We're flying somewhe-

re warm, see you in the spring!”

FOX PECULIARITIES
With the upcoming autumn, 

the common voles are arriving 

at the stack of straw. They are 

looking for shelter and the final 

grains. And the sly foxes have their 

eyes out for the chubby voles. It‘s not 

surprising that the fox has to relieve it-

self after such a rich catch. Its toilet is an 

elevated space, especially stumps, stones 

or heaps of grass. Here you can find the 

dung of a red fox, full of hair, bones 

and feathers.
FOX POO IS BLACK OR GREY, IN A ROLLER 
SHAPE, OVER TIME IT MAY TURN WHITE.

THE BACK FEET OF THE HARE ARE STRONGER 
AND LONGER THAN THE FRONT ONES.

16 17

WHAT DO ANIMALS DO 

DURING THE WINTER?

FEATHERED FRIENDS  

FROM FIELDS

The female Hungarian partridge 

lays 10–20 bright eggs into 

a shallow nest, lined with leaves, 

grass and feathers.

A common quail calls out from 

the meadows and fields: “Chicago! 

Chicago!” It lays 7–14 small 

speckled eggs, here in a hole made 

out of straw.

book parameters: 

Size 250 × 250 mm, 36 pages,

hardbinding

Even the stubborn loner bear sometimes feels like 
dancing. When he does, nearly everyone in the woods 
knows about it. And just think of all the traces he 
leaves! Battered pines, firs bent out of shape, bear hair 
in the tree bark, plus lots of giant footprints. Every 
animal leaves various traces – poop pellets, feathers, 
eggs, nests, you name it… Join us in their woodland 
homes, the town, the field, the meadow and the 
garden, even underwater. Not only will you discover 
where the beaver does his business, you’ll learn lots of 
other things too – like who makes the best slides in the 
snow and in the mud.  

Where the Beaver 
Does His Business: 
What Animals Leave 
Behind

suitable for

age 6–8

illustrated by hedviga gutierrez
written by markéta nováková

suitable for

book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 48 pages, 

hardbinding

Have you ever wondered about the shape of a raindrop? 
Or why the wind blows? Or where snow comes from? 
Or what happens when a storm comes? Or what 
a hoarfrost is? You will find answers to these questions 
and many others in this book, which is all about an 
immensely interesting subject – weather. Your guide will 
be none other than Rosie the tree frog, a meteorologist 
of great experience. So what are you waiting for? Grab 

Rosie’s foot and let her show you what happens 
when the weather changes!

What Happens 
When the Weather 
Changes?

illustrated by misha bera
written by sabina konečná, tereza marková

age 6–8

NEW
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a bunch of questions and answers

Everything You’ve 
Ever Wanted to 
Know About the 
Moon
sold: Bulgarian, Complex Chinese, 

Simplified Chinese

a bunch of questions and answers

Astounding 
Questions from the 
Fabulous World of 
Planets

suitable for

book parameters: 

Size 230 × 280 mm, 8 spreads  

with pull tabs, flip-flaps, rotating  

mechanisms, hardbinding

Children are curious and they ask a lot of questions. 
That’s something each parent knows. Why is the sky 
blue? Why do we sneeze? And where does the wind 
come from? Books from this series will give them 
answers to these questions. And even more! On sixteen 
pages, they can find 80 questions about various 
topics – about nature, weather, human body, space, 
geography and even about society, history or science. 
Not only do these books educate them, children will 
also have fun with various mechanisms that accompany 
both titles. Pull tabs, flip-flaps and rotating 
mechanisms will make learning fun.

A Bunch of  
Questions and 
Answers

illustrated by inna chernyak
written by pavel gabzdyl, pavla hanáčková,  
tereza makovská

age 6–8

a bunch of questions and answers

The Tricky  
Questions of 
Smartie Joey
sold: Spanish, Ukrainian, Estonian, 

Slovene, Greek, Simplified Chinese

a bunch of questions and answers

The Tricky  
Questions of 
Prier Maya
sold: Spanish, Ukrainian, Hungarian, 

Slovene, Greek, Simplified Chinese

NEW
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atlases for children

Space Atlas
sold: Bulgarian, Complex Chinese, 

Dutch, English, Estonian, French, 

German, Greek, Italian, Simplified 

Chinese, Slovene, Thai, Mongolian, 

Spanish for Latin America, English 

for China, Serbian

atlases for children

World Atlas
sold: Polish, Russian, Greek, Romanian, 

Complex Chinese, Dutch, English for USA, 

French, Italian, Portuguese for Europe, 

Simplified Chinese, Bulgarian, Mongolian, 

Latvian, Thai, English for China, Spanish 

for Latin America, Georgian, Serbian

atlases for children

Animal Atlas
sold: Azerbaijani, Complex Chinese, 

Dutch, English for USA, Georgian, 

Greek, Italian, Simplified Chinese, 

Latvian, Thai, Korean, Portuguese for 

Europe, Slovene, English for China, 

Spanish, Mongolian, Serbian

atlases for children

Atlas of Europe
sold: Simplified Chinese, Greek, 

Italian, Polish, Bulgarian, Portuguese 

for Europe, Spanish

atlases for children

Atlas of the 
Prehistoric World
sold: Complex Chinese, Greek, 

Simplified Chinese, Slovene, Bulgarian, 

Italian, English for USA and Canada and 

Phillipines, Russian, Portuguese for 

Europe, Thai, Spanish for Spain, Spanish 

for LA

atlases for children

Atlas of Volcanoes 
for Children

atlases for children

How the  
World Works
sold: Italian, Spanish, Simplified 

Chinese, Ukrainian, Complex Chinese

atlases for children

Atlas of the 
Human Body
sold: Simplified Chinese, Estonian, 

Italian, Portuguese for Europe, 

Mongolian, Complex Chinese, Slovene, 

Thai, Lithuanian, Spanish

Any adventure-lover would jump at the chance to travel 
through time, in space, or across the world in a single 
day. And who wouldn’t want to learn the secrets of how 
the human body and the world around us work? A nice 
idea, I hear you say, but quite impossible. Think again, 
dear reader! This series of children’s atlases is a dream 
come true for adventurers, travellers and inquiring 
minds. They will criss-cross the world by sea, air and 
land, so as to cover the whole thing. They will return to 
the time when life on our planet began, touch the stars 
and the Milky Way, and visit the animal kingdom. They 
will lend on the Moon and learn everything about 
volcanoes. They will even get a peek behind the scenes 
of how the weather works, and learn how rocks and 
minerals are formed. The machine that carries the 
inquisitive reader through time and space is equipped 
with full-colour illustrations, plans, maps and booklets 
and powered by masses of fascinating information. We’re 
ready to leave, so climb aboard, there’s no time to lose . . .

Atlases for Children
book parameters: 

Size 230 × 260 mm, widespreaded 

460 × 520 mm, spreads with 

gatefold + booklets, hardbinding

suitable for

age 6–8

illustrated by tomáš tůma
written by oldřich růžička, tomáš tůma, 
pavel gabzdyl

MAGMA CHAMBER
Before magma comes to surface in the form 

of lava, it gathers in huge magma chambers. 

Sometimes it happens that this molten 

substance solidifies before it can force its 

way through to the surface. This leads to 

the formation of huge underground granite 

bodies called plutons.

RED-HOT COREBelow the mantle is the Earth’s core, 
which is almost entirely composed of 

iron, and consists of two parts. There 
is an outer core which reaches 

a depth of nearly 5,000 kilometres 
and is liquid. Below it lies an inner 

core which is solid. It may seem 
incredible, but the temperature at 

the Earth’s core is the same as on 
the surface of the Sun: over 5,000 

degrees Celsius!

DEEPEST BOREHOLEIt is very difficult to drill into the 
depths of the Earth. The deeper 

you try to drill, the harder it is. 
The deepest borehole that has 

been drilled so far is on the 
Kola Peninsula in Russia. The 

drilling took several decades 
and reached a depth of 12.3 kilometres. However, when 

we compare this with the depth 
of the Earth, it’s just a tiny little 

scratch on the surface.

ATOLL
When an underwater volcano becomes 
dormant, it slowly begins to disintegrate 
and sink back into the ocean. In warm 
seas, coral reefs may form around the 
rim of the collapsed volcano. When 
the volcano has sunk back into the 
ocean, only a beautiful coral ring 
remains above the surface, which 
is called an atoll.

THIN CRUSTThe uppermost part of the Earth that 
we walk, run and drive on is called the 
Earth’s crust. If the Earth was the same 
size as an apple, the Earth’s crust would 
be thinner than its skin! The thickness of 

the Earth’s crust ranges from 6 to around 

50 kilometres.

EARTH’S MANTLE
Beneath the Earth’s crust is the 

mantle. In the Earth’s mantle, there 

are unimaginably high pressures 

and temperatures. All of the 

matter in the mantle is molten in 

the form of torpid liquid magma. 

Although the magma in the mantle 

is liquid, it only moves at a speed 

of a few centimetres per year. The 

mantle descends to a depth of 

2,900 kilometres into the Earth.

SUBMARINE VOLCANOESDo you know where you’ll find most of the Earth’s volcanoes? It may be hard to believe, but the answer is under the Pacific Ocean! There, you’ll find over ten thousand volcanoes which are more than one kilometre high. Still, most of them are not active now.

‘DEVILS TOWER’Magma which has solidified in the depths doesn’t always 

come to the surface. However, the activity of water and 

wind can remove soft surrounding rock, leaving the original 

accumulation of hard and resilient solidified magma peaking 

out. In nature, we can sometimes see these massive rocks, 

for example, Devils Tower in Wyoming.

BLACK SMOKERSA special kind of vent is commonly found 

near submarine volcanoes, through which 

hot water laden with lots of different 
minerals spurts into the ocean. When these 

substances are emitted into the water, 
they build up on the walls of the vents and 

form dark chimneys. It is a similar process 

to when you get limescale deposits on 
your kitchen taps.

CALDERASometimes, when the magma chamber of a volcano 

empties, the whole structure of the volcano collapses, 

leaving in its place a giant crater which scientists 

call a caldera. The name ‘caldera’ comes from 

the Spanish word for cooking pot. Later, when a 

caldera fills up with water, a lake forms in the crater. 

Lake Toba on the island of Sumatra in Indonesia is 

one such example.

THE ANATOMY OF THE EARTH   

atlases for children

Atlas of Lunar 
Adventures
sold: Dutch, Greek, Italian, Spanish, 

Simplified Chinese

NEW
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book parameters: 

Size 230 × 260 mm,  

widespread 460 × 520 mm,

8 spreads with a gatefold,

booklets, hardbinding

Books for Curious 
Young Minds

illustrated by alexandra hetmerová
written by oldřich růžička

suitable for

age 6–8

You have been to the theatre and the cinema many 
times, I’m sure. All of us sometimes go to a musical 
performance, and I doubt there is anyone among us 
who has never been to a really big concert or art 
gallery. All these things are such a natural part of our 
lives that we rarely think to ask how they come about. 
But do you know how many people and occupations 
come together in a single theatre performance? Do you 
know how much work and time are involved in making 
a feature-length film? Do you know how many creative 
people work together on one short animated film? Did 
you know that a two-hour concert requires two whole 
months of rehearsals and preparations? Have you any 
idea what needs to be done before an interesting 
sculpture or painting comes into being? If you lack 
answers to these questions, do not despair. That’s what 
this book is here for – to give you the right answers.

books for curious young minds

How Things  
Are Made
sold: French excl. NA, Russian, Italian, 

Finnish, English for USA & Canada 

& Phillipines, Complex Chinese, 

Portuguese for Europe, Korean, 

Simplified Chinese, Polish, Spanish & 

Catalan, English for China, Bulgarian, 

Vietnamese

books for curious young minds

Do You Know How 
Things Are Made?
sold: Bulgarian, English for USA & 

Canada & Philippines, Finnish, French 

excl. NA, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, 

Russian, English for Europe excl. English 

speaking countries, Simplified Chinese, 

English for China, Complex Chinese, 

Spanish, Vietnamese

books for curious young minds

How Art Is Made

All the things this book is 
about
Do you know how a theatre 

performance is made?

Do you know how a film is 

made?

Do you know how an animated 

film is made?

Do you know how a concert is 

made?

Do you know how a mega 

concert is made?

Do you know how visual art is 

made? 

NEW
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Remarkable  
Works of Art  
around the World
book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 68 pages, 

hardbinding

illustrated by jakub cenkl
written by štěpánka sekaninová

age 6–8

remarkable works of art around 
the world

The Stories 
of Pictures & 
Sculptures
sold: Simplified Chinese, Korean, 

French for Europe, English for Australia, 

Russian, Greek, Ukrainian, Complex 

Chinese, Spanish

remarkable works of art around 
the world

The Stories 
of Interesting 
Buildings
sold: Simplified Chinese, Korean, 

Slovene, French for Europe, English for 

Australia, Russian, Ukrainian, Complex 

Chinese

remarkable works of art around  
the world

The Stories of 
Interesting 
Towns and 
Cities
sold: Korean, Simplified Chinese, 

Spanish, French

remarkable works of art 
around the world

The Stories 
of Musical 
Instruments

Paintings, sculptures, remarkable buildings, architects, 
interesting towns and cities, artists, unique skills and 
enormous talents. That is the essence of this book 
series. Those interested in watercolours, crayons, 
paintings and drawings, modelling clay, sculptures and 
sculpture groups will be very pleased. Atypical 
buildings, medieval cathedrals, rampant baroque period 
or slender antique columns, interesting towns and 
cities or faultless musical instuments - these and many 
more are described in the 
series. Lovers of 
manmade works of art, 
whether beautiful, 
peculiar or extraordinary, 
will be more than 
satisfied.

suitable for

4 5

IN THE HEART OF SHOPPING
As Klara longed for shops and shopping, Peter took her to 
the four-storey Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II, which has 
adorned Milan’s Piazza del Duomo since the 19th century. 
There are 1200 shops, cafes and 

restaurants, flats and offices 
roofed with glass cupola, 
which can satisfy even the 
most demanding customer. 
The most famous Italian 
shopping arcade is also the 
first building in Italy to have 
an iron and glass roof.

Singing at 
La Scala
When in Milan, one shouldn’t miss the famous 
Teatro La Scala. It is the theatre in which 
probably every opera singer longs to sing, 
because only the best of the best can sing 
there. And La Scala is a great experience for the 
audience too, and not just a musical one – in the 
luxurious interior full of gold and red velvet it’s 
as if you’ve entered a fairy tale. The six floors 
of the auditorium are illuminated by a massive 
chandelier with more than three hundred light 
bulbs. This huge theatre can accommodate 
2800 culture lovers and up to 400 performers 
on its stage. It’s certainly impressive.

THE TOO 
GOLDEN GOLDEN 
QUADRILATERAL
Klara didn’t buy anything in 
the Gallery and left empty-
handed from the exclusive shopping district of intersecting 
streets known as the Golden Quadrilateral. Her eyes lit 
up with all the glittering shop windows displaying all the 
most exclusive brands, but even Klara’s life savings were 
not enough. Luckily, the good-hearted goat Peter made 
her happy by taking her to the main street, Corso Vittoria 
Emanuele. There, the little hen got bags full of lovely clothes 
and still had money left over for some food in a restaurant.

Peter walked straight ahead, carrying the comfortable Klara 
on his back, who would occasionally fluff up her feathers. 
She was holding her head high, so as to see the landscape 
better. “Hey, Peter”, she clucked after some time, “Couldn’t we 
go to go to some fashion shops? A girl likes to look nice, 
you know.” It’s a good thing Peter has a generous goat’s 
heart. And with that he turned on his hooves, changed 
course, and strode directly towards Milan, city of fashion. 
Klara will just love it there!

Where do we go 
from here? 

Milan! 
The dream town!

milan
ITALY

THE LARGEST 
CATHEDRAL IN THE 
WORLD
While Klara was doing her 
shopping, Peter was admiring one 
of the world’s largest cathedrals, 
the Cathedral of the Nativity of 
St. Mary. It’s no wonder it’s big, 
as it took over 500 years to build. 
Throughout that period, every 
builder faithfully adhered to the 
original Gothic style, regardless of 
whether Renaissance or Baroque 
style were currently fashionable. 
Milan Cathedral proudly stretches 
its fingers up to God of in the form 
of its 135 towers, and time is kept 
there by the largest sundial in the 
world, located in the nave.

WHO IS LEONARDO 
DA VINCI?
“Who is this statue of?” Klara asked 
Peter in front of the La Scala theatre. 
“It’s the famous Renaissance painter 
and inventor Leonardo da Vinci,” 
replied the goat, shaking his head at 
the young hen’s lack of knowledge. 
Let’s take a look at the church of Santa 
Maria delle Grazie. There you can see 
Leonardo’s celebrated fresco, a wall 
painting entitled The Last Supper. 
In the 15th century, the illustrious 
Leonardo lived in Milan for a while 
and that’s why the fresco and sculpture 
are there.

GOODBYE, MILAN!
As it started to grow dark, our 
two pilgrims departed the city of 
fashion, even though there were 
many other things to see. That’s 
the way it is, you see – the journey 
is long, the world is never-ending, 
and so little time to see it.

THE CATHEDRAL OF THE 
NATIVITY OF ST. MARY

LEONARDO
DA VINCI

+- 1,325,000

4 5
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INTRODUCING THE PIANO
The piano is one of the most
voluminous musical instruments. It is 
an acoustic stringed instrument. 
When it is played, its strings vibrate 
when struck by wooden hammers 
attached to its 88 black and white key.
The white keys play whole tones, the 
black semitones

WHERE DOES 
THE WORD ‘PIANO’ 
COME FROM?
The original name of the instrument, 
‘pianoforte’, makes plain that the whole 
dynamic scale is available to the player 
– from piano (soft) to forte (loud). This 
was not the case with the cembalo 
(or harpsichord), the forerunner 
of the piano.

GRAND PIANO
In terms of its shape, the grand piano
looks like an outstretched bird’s wing. This delights Charlie, and 
he struts around it and preens himself to show how proud he 
is. Because of its great size, it is more suitable for the concert 
hall than a small apartment – not just because it wouldn’t fit 
into the flat, but because its rich sound would be too much for 
a small space.

Attracted by music soft and gentle, then wild and 
turbulent, Dalibor and Charlie have crept into the 
concert hall through the window. The notes are 
being played by a huge shiny black instrument that 
stands in the middle of the hall. On a stoolnext to 
the instrument sits a slim man in a tailcoat, his 
long fingers racing about the black and white keys. 
Man and piano make beautiful music together.

If you like, gentlemen, 
you can sing along with 

my playing.

piano
KEYBOARD INSTRUMENTS

MEET THE PIANO
Dalibor knows from the first that he must 
have this instrument in his band. Once 
again, Charlie’s well-tuned voice sings 
along to the melody without a single wrong 
note Gentlemen, allow me to present 
the concert grand piano.

UPRIGHT PIANO
Unlike the magnificent grand piano, you will find an upright 
piano in many a room and apartment. Standing smartly against a 
wall, it is the faithful servant of all beginning musicians. Because 
of its smaller size, the strings of an upright piano are arranged 
vertically in separate planes in order to fit them all in. The bass 
strings of an upright piano are thicker and shorter than those 
of a grand, giving the upright a more booming but narrower and 
less expansive tone.

CONCERT 
GRAND PIANO

IT WILL EVEN FIT IN 
A SMALL FLAT.

chordophones

Higher, 
higher!

THE STRINGS ARE
ARRANGED VERTICALLY.

DISTANT TONES FROM PREHISTORY
Isn’t it incredible that the roots of the piano 
reach all the way back to prehistoric times? But 
the prehistoric piano was nothing luxurious, 
nor remotely similar to the modern-day piano. 
The piano’s most distant ancestor was an 
ordinary stick. More specifically, it was a hollow 
stem of bamboo with a plant fibre cut into 
its top. The note produced by this primitive 
resonating instrument was neither impressive 
nor long-lasting.

HORIZONTAL STRINGS

GRAND PIANO

NEW
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ICE AGE

4th — 3rd CENTRUY BC

SKATES
It’s brass monkeys out there. Ponds are gleaming 
with ice. Cool, great, wonderful! Everyone’s tripping 
over themselves to go skating, the young and the 
old!!!! They take their sharpened skates out of the 
closet, and off they go. Girls start doing pirouettes 
while boys turn into fierce hockey players, pushing 
the puck into the net with their hockey sticks. A few 
timid beginners fall down a couple of times and 
scrape their knees, but they become more and more 
assured of their skating skills by the end of the day. 

Hockey, or figure skates?
Our prehistoric ancestors didn’t really face this di-
lemma. All of them had identical skates made from 
bones. The shinbones or ribs of elephants, horses, 
reindeer, deer, boars, or cattle were the best mate-
rial. If one was crafty enough, they’d chop such  
a bone to be as long as their foot, and carefully rub 
the bottom down so that it would be smooth and 
slide nicely. And to make sliding even better, the 
skates would be regularly rubbed with grease. The 
skaters-to-be then simply drilled holes at both ends 
of the bone, pulled straps through, tie the skates  
to their feet, and they were ready to go… 

The oldest skates  
in the world 
These prehistoric skates, made in the Stone Age  
( 3,000 BC ) would later be discovered by archae- 
ologists in Scandinavia, England, Hungary, Russia,  
or the Czech Republic.

leather straps

treated bone

Časová osa

Nothing better than iron!
A few centuries later – in the 4 and 3 centuries BC, 
to be precise – Celts started settling down in Euro-
pe, introducing their ability to work with iron. This 
skill not only benefitted farmers or warriors, but also 
greatly improved the concept of skates. How? Well, 
what do you think? Bones were replaced with iron, 
of course! An iron strip would be embedded into 
a wooden plate, and voilà! You could glide on the 
nearest pond, as fast as lightning. The earliest iron-
-made great-grandmother of our modern skates is 
almost 2000 years old. Quite the number, huh?

leather strapsmetal buckles

archeological  
reconstruction of skate

Ancient skates have overtaken time. In many parts 
of the world, prehistoric, bone-shaped, until the late 
Middle Ages remained.
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The skater helped  
with a simple stick  

while riding

Celtic-style skates were perfected and improved 
many times, up until the Middle Ages. Sure, the iron 
version was reserved for blue-blooded nobles while 
the poor and subjects had no other option but to go 
for bone skates. But at any rate, who cares? The point 
is that everyone could go for a ride. The most skilful 
among the skilled even tried their hand at doing the 
first figures. 

Jump in at the  
medieval end

book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 96 pages, 

hardbinding

Encyclopedia of  
Ordinary Things

illustrated by eva chupíková
written by štěpánka sekaninová

suitable for

age 6–8

They’re all around us. We use them daily, pass them by, 
and it never occurs to us to stop and think about where 
they came from. What, you ask? The most ordinary 
things in the world, of course! Shoes, umbrellas, 
toothbrushes, toothpicks, socks, dolls, and so on and so 
forth. How did they come to be? Who invented them, 
how did they develop and change over time? If you’d 
like to know the answer to these questions, to peek 
behind the curtain that drapes the most ordinary 
stuff in mystery, then definitely read on and learn 
the story of common things.

NEW

5

Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette 
was an intrepid soul. In his native France, 
he commanded the National Guard during 
the Revolution. In America, he fought in 
the Battles of Brandywine and Yorktown 
for independence, freedom and democracy. 
And he triumphed. So it’s no surprise that 
his later visit to the land across the pond 
was a triumph, too. Wherever he and his 
stagecoach reached, he received an enthu-
siastic welcome, and he was showered with 
gifts of all shapes and sizes. It was then 
that someone came up with the idea that 
nothing smaller than an alligator was a fit 
tribute for the gallant nobleman, soldier 
and general. That’s right – a predator with 
teeth as sharp as Lafayette’s sharpest 
sabre. The general behaved with full mi-
litary courtesy. He accepted the alligator 
without hesitation and took it along as he 
continued on his American pilgrimage. But 
the green pet didn’t make it to France with 
him. Before his departure, Lafayette pre-
sented it to his friend John Quincy Adams, 
the new president – maybe in sorrow, 

maybe with relief.  Adams became quite 
fond of the apparently heartless creature. 
He gave it an unfurnished room of its own 
in the East Wing of the White House, to-
gether with a good-sized bathtub, so that 
it could live well and happily. And as Presi-
dent Adams was a joker, he had great fun 
using the sharp-toothed animal – which 
people with imagination took for a fairy-
-tale dragon – to scare unsuspecting guests 
and visitors to the president’s residence. 
After a while Mrs Adams tired persuaded 
her husband to move their green house-
mate out of the White House. Lafayette’s 
and Adams’s alligator was sent away to the 
exotic wilderness of Africa.  

No one knows how much of the story  
of the Marquis de Lafayette’s strange gift  
is true. Many historians have searched for  
it in the annals of French and American  
history; it seems that none of them has 
found in all the papers and documents  
any mention of an alligator in a White 
House bathtub. So it’s up to us whether  
we believe it.

Marquis de Lafayette's
wild alligator

4

book parameters: 

Size 230 × 330 mm, 96 pages, 

hardbinding

Famous Animals 
and Pets of the 
Famous

illustrated by collective of illustrators
written by štěpánka sekaninová

suitable for

age 9–12

“Mom, please, please, let’s get a dog or a cat!” there is 
most probably no parent accross the globe who may 
have never had to face a similar wish of their kids. But 
don’t be confused, not only just do children long for a 
living pet, but also outstanding artists, great rulers of 
ancient empires or warlords throughout the whole 
history of human kind have always wanted to have 
their own little animal that they would love. No matter 
whether it‘s ordinary or exotic. But animals are not just 
cute silent faces to cuddle, they can also bravely save 
people’s lives during war conflicts or in critical 
situations. Do you not believe? There are about 45 
stories introducing glorious, valiant and brave animals 
as well as the darlings of famous celebrities in this 
publication that will surely convince you. There are texts 
full of interesting information completed with 
illustrations from well-known Czech and Slovak artists.

NEW
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Take me Home

take me home

Forests 
of the World
sold:  Korean, Simplified Chinese, Greek, 

Polish, Slovene, Spanish for Europe, 

Hungarian

take me home

Waters  
of the World
sold:  Korean, Simplified Chinese, Greek, 

Polish, Slovene, Spanish for Europe

Take Me Home book series guides readers through 
various places: be it different types of forests or various 
types of bodies of water. Titles in this series are 
accompanied by cute and funny illustrations and are 
packed with fun facts. That’s why they will make great 
companions for readers, who are interested in nature 
and want to get to know it even better! And what 
about those readers, who are fond of adventure? They 
won’t be disappointed either. On 13 spreads, they will 
become a part of a cute group of friends, and together 
they will explore various types of forests and waters. 
The readers can guess what place each animal calls 
home. After reading the book, they will know for sure. 
It doesn’t matter how old readers are – everybody will 
have loads of fun while reading this series!

suitable for

age 6–8

book parameters: 

Size 240 × 240 mm, 13 spreads,

hardbinding

illustrated by linh dao 
written by pavla hanáčková

amazing nature

Unlikely 
Friendships 
in Nature
sold: French for Europe, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Ukrainian, English for 

Australia and New Zealand, 

English for UK and USA and 

Canada, Polish, Vietnamese, 

Korean for Korea, German, 

Slovene, Estonian, Russian, 

Complex Chinese, Spanish,

Thai

amazing nature

How Animals 
Care for 
Their Young: 
Parenting 
Styles in 
the Animal 
World
sold: Korean for Korea, 

English for Australia and 

New Zealand, Italian, Dutch

Simplified Chinese, Finnish, 

Slovene, Romanian, Spanish,

Thai, Vietnamese

amazing nature

Animals in 
Danger or 
How We Can 
Help Them
sold: Slovene, English for 

Australia, Romanian, Simplified 

Chinese, Italian, German, 

Spanish

amazing nature

How Animals 
Adapt to 
Their Sur-
roundings
sold: Complex Chinese, 

Polish, Russian, Simplified 

Chinese, Swedish, Ukrainian, 

Vietnamese, Korean for 

Korea, English for Australia 

and New Zealand, German, 

Italian, Slovene, Romanian, 

Spanish, Thai

amazing nature

Myths and 
Stereotypes 
about 
Animals
sold: Complex Chinese, 

Polish, Russian, Simplified 

Chinese, Ukrainian, 

Vietnamese, Korean for 

Korea, French, Slovene, 

Portuguese for Europe, 

Hungarian, Lithuanian, 

Spanish, Thai

suitable for

Take a look around – does it look like everything in 
the wild is all right? Have you noticed the litter strewn 
everywhere, the withering trees, or the dying plans? 
Do you feel like you see certain plants and animals less 
and less? No wonder – we, the people, have made it 
pretty warm for the wild. Soon, the only way for us to 
know certain kinds of animals will be the pictures. 
People are on the rise and nature is in decline. We fell 
trees, settle formerly unexplored places, and rob 
animals and plants of their homes. If you want to help 
the wild, then don’t hesitate to read on! You’ll learn 
what places, animals, and plants are in danger and how 
you can lend them your helping hand.

age 6–8+Amazing Nature
book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 36 pages

hardbinding

illustrated by linh dao
written by pavla hanáčková
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A great many animals live on Earth, from small insects 
to large mammals. The animal world is weird and 
wonderful and fascinating besides. This encyclopedia 
will familiarize you with several hundred of the 
best-known and most interesting animals from all over 
the world. What’s more, it will help you put each 
animal in the group it belongs to. You’ll find an 
attractive selection of mammals (including rodents, 
ungulates, primates, beasts of prey and cetaceans), 
birds, fishes (including cartilaginous fishes), 
amphibians, reptiles, plus other groups of animals from 
all corners of our world. The beautiful full-colour 
illustrations and simple text make 
this book an indispensable help 
for every pre-schooler.

Encyclopaedia  
of Animals for 
Young Readers
book parameters: 

Size 270 × 380 mm, 48 pages, 

hardbinding

illustrated and written by tomáš tůma

suitable for

age 6–8

in motion

All that Flies 
with or without 
Feathers 
sold: French, Italian, Simplified 

Chinese, Thai, German

in motion

All that Floats 
with or without 
Fins 
sold: French, Italian, Simplified 

Chinese, Thai

Some creatures walk, while others run, walk 
or swim, or move about in some other way. 
Some creatures can only fly or only swim. In 
Motion, a series of large-format picture 
books, gives you a peep into the lives of 
swimmers and floating non-swimmers, flyers 
and non-flying aviators. Some of the beautiful 
illustrations take you into and under the 
water, while others bear you up into the 
clouds.   

In Motion
book parameters: 

Size 270 × 380 mm, 48 pages, 

hardbinding

suitable for

age 6–8

illustrated by tomáš pernický
written by šárka fenyková and 
štěpánka sekaninová

sold: Danish, French for Europe, 

Italian, Portuguese for Europe, Spanish 

for Europe, Simplified Chinese
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suitable for

book parameters: 

Size 250 × 250 mm, widespreaded 

500 × 500 mm,32 pages + 3 maps, 

hardbinding

The animal world is full of surprises … Certain known 
ones which impress and fascinate every day, and those 
still not yet discovered. Animals include certain record 
holders which can travel at an incredible speed and 
cover long kilometres in distance. The Arctic tern, for 
example, a small bird with a red beak and legs which 
flies all around the world each year! Reindeer, exotic 
butterflies or long-legged storks also migrate in order 
to escape from the winter. And then there are those 
who bravely face out the winter. How? Why don’t you 
come with us and take a look! The book contains 
3 large-format fold-out maps where you will find out 
about more than 80 animals!

Wonders of the 
Animal World

illustrated by jana kloučková kudrnová
written by markéta špačková

age 6–8+

wonders of the animal world

Wanderers of the 
Animal World
sold: French, Dutch, German, Complex 

Chinese, Spanish

wonders of the animal world

Wild Animals in 
the Winter World
sold: French, German, Complex 

Chinese, Spanish

Atlas of Extinct 
Animals

Humanity is currently living 
through the sixth mass 
extinction event in Earth’s 
history. As well impacting on the environment and the 
evolution of the planet, the dying out of animal species 
may affect us, too – our proud claim to be lords of 
creation notwithstanding. In this book, award-winning 
poet Radek Malý sheds light on this alarming fact by 
telling the stories of selected extinct species and 
studying the causes of their sad demise. The large-
format Atlas of Extinct Animals is supplemented with 
beautifully expressive full-page illustrations by gifted 
artist Jiří Grbavčic and detailed pictures by renowned 
scientific illustrator Pavel Dvorský. By losing yourself 
in this book, you will bring back to life all 41 of its 
heroes. Give the fate of the Blue Planet some serious 
thought. It is in your hands.

illustrated by pavel dvorský,
jiří grbavčic
written by radek malý

book parameters: 

Size 230 × 330mm, 88 pages,  

hardbinding

suitable for

age 9–12

77

g o l d e n  t o a d
Incilius periglenes

habitation:  Costa Rica
extinction:  1989 

 The mountainous Central American state of Costa 
Rica stretches from the coast of the Atlantic 
to the coast of the Pacific. It was in the Costa 

Rican rainforest in 1964 that American herpetologist Jay  
Savage discovered a new species of amphibian — a fas-
cinating orange toad that certainly merited being called 
‘gold’. But humanity didn’t rejoice in this creature’s ex-
istence for long: it was sighted for the last time in 1989. 
Its demise was most likely brought about by fluctuations 
in the local climate. 
This toad differed from other members of its family in 
many ways. Most notably, it developed a distinct dimor-
phism — the male and the female were very different in 
appearance. At about five centimetres, the more numerous 
male was about half a centimetre longer than the female; 
the former was orange, the latter a blue-black colour with 
orange spots. The golden toad was observed only shortly 
after the rainy season, in its breeding period, when all am-
phibians look for water in which to lay their eggs. Here, 
males would fight each other for the chance to mate with 
females, of which there were considerably fewer. The en-
tire golden toad population inhabited a rainforest terri-
tory of less than four square kilometres, located north of 
the town of Monteverde. In the early 1980s, there were 
still up to 1500 golden toads by small pools in this area.  
This species of toad was dependent on humidity and the 
regular flooding of its pools, by which it maintained its 
position high above sea level. In 1986 and 1987, however, 
the region was subject to such severe drought that the 
pools dried out before the tadpoles could transform into 

adult toads, with catastrophic consequences. A count in 
1988 found only ten golden toads; 15 May 1989 was the 
day of the very last sighting of the golden toad. Its extinc-
tion was probably completed by a fungus infection which 
thrives in very dry conditions and continues to threaten 
amphibian populations all over the world. Investigations 
in the terraria of zoos failed to turn up any more golden 
toads. In 2007, the golden toad was added to the list of 
extinct species.    
Based on analysis of wood samples from the territory 
once inhabited by the golden toad, scientists at Columbia 
University recently ascertained that the drought of the 
later 1980s was probably the result of a complex climatic 
phenomenon known as El Niño, which consists in the 
interaction of currents from the Pacific and the atmos-
phere and the resultant effect on the weather of the whole 
planet. When the rain at last returned to Costa Rica after 
the great drought, it delivered another calamity, wrought 
by accumulated compounds from the pesticides used by 
the natives on their lowland plantations in the mountain 
fog. Already weakened by the drought, the golden toad 
was poisoned by these compounds as it absorbed them 
through its skin.   
Whether humans were the sole culprits in the eradication 
of the golden toad remains unclear — we don’t yet know 
whether human activity played a role in increasing the in-
tensity of El Niño. But we know one thing for sure — if 
we wish to see a golden toad today, we must seek it out in 
photographs or rare video recordings.  

Costa Rica

Golden toad — male and female

Common toad

sold: Spanish for LA, English for USA
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technical tales

How to Build 
a Plane
sold: Danish, English, French, German,  

Russian, Spanish, Turkish, Ukrainian, 

Lithuanian, Simplified Chinese, 

Vietnamese, Romanian

Board Books

Arnie’s  
Workshop

Arnie’s  
Construction

technical tales

How to Build  
a Car
sold: Danish, English, French, German,  

Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, Spanish, 

Turkish, Ukrainian, Romanian, Simplified 

Chinese, Vietnamese, Finnish

book parameters: 

Size 105 × 100 mm, 12 pages 

Technical Tales Outside Space  
and the Basics of Modern Physics

technical tales

How to Build 
a Motorbike
sold: Danish, Dutch, English, Italian, 

Korean, Polish, Russian, Turkish, Ukrain-

ian, Simplified Chinese, Vietnamese, 

Romanian

technical tales

How to Build 
a House
sold: Danish, English, Russian, Turkish, 

Ukrainian, Simplified Chinese, Vietnamese

technical tales

How to Build  
a Railway
sold: Russian, Ukrainian, Simplified 

Chinese, Vietnamese, Lithuanian

book parameters: 

Size 220 × 220 mm,60 pages, 

hardbinding book parameters: 

Size 220 × 220 mm, 60 pages, 

hardbinding

illustrated and written 
by martin sodomka

illustrated and written 
by martin sodomka

suitable for suitable for

age 6–8 age 9–12

Not all our favourite stories are about princesses, 
dragons and lovestruck princes. What if the heroes 
were a rat, a sparrow and a handy frog? And what if 
those three didn’t set anyone free, get into any fights, or 
claim a reward of half a kingdom with a young 
princess thrown in? What if, quite simply, they built an 
aeroplane, a car, a house, a motorcycle and a railway? 
The amusing, highly popular story of the three friends 
of the ‘Technical Tales’ series proves that stories for 
children don’t have to wear a crown. With these books, 
young readers will laugh, enjoy Martin Sodomka’s 
delightful illustrations and learn all they need to know 
about how certain things are built.

Many people think that the greatest wonders are found 
in the world of fairy tales. But there is a world whose 
incredible happenings would put the liveliest products 
of the human imagination in the shade. And that 
world is here, hidden in the delicate fibres of the reality 
that surrounds us. This is no illusion, but a truth 
discovered and proven by modern physics. Outer Space 
will help you understand some of the most amazing 
mysteries of contemporary physics. The text is laid out 
on white pages and black pages. The white pages tell 
the story of young heroes exploring the theoretical 
possibilities of space travel when unexpected 
circumstances send their innocent, fun game into a 
different dimension. Now they have no choice but to 
undergo a tough adventure. The black pages explain to 
us the key discoveries in physics over the past hundred 
years. The black and white pages are loosely 
interconnected in a mix that produces anything but a 
boring grey!

NEW
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book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 48 pages, 

hardbinding

book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 48 pages, 

hardbinding

Adventures 
of Crime and 
Punishment

Urban Legends:  
”True“ Horror Stories  
from City Streets

illustrated by marcel králik
concept by b4u

illustrated by miloš mazal
concept by b4u

suitable for suitable for

age 9–12 age 9–12

The guillotine. The word itself has a 
strange sound. To say nothing of the 
brief moment with the keen whistle, 
the last thing the condemned would 
ever hear… The French guillotine was 
in use for over 200 years, in the 
course of which it separated around 
100,000 heads from their bodies! Every 
nation and every time punished its thieves and rogues 
in a different, imaginative way – as names and slang 

terms for popular instruments of torture (e.g. 
Lamentation Mount, rack, Capet’s necktie, 

drunkard’s cloak, thumbscrew, cat o’ nine 
tails) go to show. While we’re on the 
subject of animals, do you know what they 

were used for thousands of years ago? This 
history of painful interrogation has plenty 
of bite!  

Maybe you think of cities as rather boring places, 
where the fellow citizens we meet are always grumpy 
and in a hurry. Certainly you don’t see them as settings 
for mysteries, to say nothing of horror stories. Well, if 
that’s what you think, you’re mistaken. The book in 
your hands will take you to dark, secluded urban places, 
spinning before your very eyes a web of urban legends, 
some better known than others. If you value your life, I 
advise you not to get into the strange black Volga or 
onto the midnight bus. Having read this book, never 
again will you be surprised by a deadly hotel fan. If you 
have overcome your fear, let me welcome you to the 
pages of modern legends and myths.  

Although the office 

of judge remains, it is 

forever changing …

pre
history

middle ages

present

The importance of having a judge

The first judges first saw the light of day  
along with the first laws. It was their job to 
hear both sides of an argument, consider the 
different points of view and then decide on  
a punishment. To carry out his office, a judge 
had to be wise and impartial, and his autho- 
rity needed to be accepted by those his deci- 
sions affected. 

In addition to the judge, there are always at  
least two others at a trial – the plaintiff and  
the accused. The former accuses the latter  
of a crime and the latter is charged with that  
crime. Before you accuse anyone of anything,  
think long and hard about it. Making a false  
accusation is a crime in itself; it was formerly  
known as calumny. 

Who comes together at a trial?

Is anyone missing?

As a coming together of three people can be  
a little boring, we also have a defence counsel.  
He tries to prove that the accused is less of  
a rogue than he may appear. We need witnes- 
ses, too – people who saw a thief stealing, for  
instance, or can testify that the accused stole  
nothing, as he was repairing their boiler when  
the alleged theft took place. Beware! Like ma-
king a false accusation, giving false witness is 
a crime. Lying in court simply doesn’t pay!  

SPEAK! AND  
THE TRUTH!

HE TOOK A STONE LEFT TO ME BY  
MY GRANDPA FROM THE STONE AGE!

AND I SAW 
HIM DO IT!

I THOUGHT IT  
WAS BRONZE!

MY CLIENT MEANS  
TO SAY THAT HE  
TOOK NOTHING. 

A TRIAL IN THE BRONZE AGE

Can a judge make a mistake?

Unfortunately, a judge, too, can make a mistake. 
He is only human, after all. So, there exists  
a rule stating that if the judge is not convinced  
of the guilt of the accused, he must not convict  
him. This important precept originated in anci- 
ent Rome. If the mistake is made, however, 
we refer to it as a miscarriage of justice. Later, 
when the mistake is discovered, the wrongly 
convicted person is cleared and released from 
prison. In most cases, he will also receive com-
pensation – money to pay him back for the 
injustice he has suffered.

WE’RE SORRY FOR  
WHAT WE DID TO YOU. 

HERE’S SOME  
MONEY TO SPEED YOU  

ON YOUR WAY.

•  5 •• 4 •

The urban legend about a midnight bus no. 302 has been told in China in different 
versions. Some sources claim that it first occurred a couple of years ago in Beijing, 

others date it all the way back to 1995. The basis has always been the same, though: a 
midnight bus, two mysterious figures, and a very quick-witted mortal who saved his 
fellow passengers. From what? They didn’t find out until the next morning when they 
opened a newspaper: the police searched bus no. 302 and discovered that its driver 
was lying in there with a broken neck, sometimes accompanied by a murdered ticket 
collector. To put it shortly, this isn’t a story you’d like to hear while departing from 
some obscure suburbs in the middle of the night.
Ghosts aren’t picky and can do with other means of travel – trains, for example. In 
Missouri, USA, people claim that a ghost train is passing the town of Poplar Bluff each 
night. When a driver is waiting by a railway crossing at night and the windows of their 
car steams up, guess what that means? This legend dates all the way back to the early 
20th century when the small town experienced a terrible accident. A train was derai-
led there, killing almost everyone on board. However, the unborn child of a pregnant 
woman who succumbed to her injuries, and one victim’s head have never been found.
So whatever means of transport you pick at midnight, take a good look at your fellow 
travellers and at the driver – just to stay on the safe side. Bon voyage!

Midnight bus

What is it like to be sitting in a midnight bus and riding DAR-

KEST NIGHTe to the final? Is there really such a car full of 

bloodthirsty spirits? Are you scared…? So read ...

It’s a cold night in China, and 

two people are waiting. at a bus 

They sit next to each otheR.

Once they get on, the senior sits down in the front while 

the younger passenger heads to the back.

A short while later, the old man 

gets up all of a sudden and heads 

toward the young passenger

After a while, the driver loses his patience 

and orders the two to leave the bus.

And so they end up in an unknown part of 

Beijing, in the middle of a cold night. 

Next morning, news report 

that the bus vanished without 

a trace. No one has ever seen 

the bus or its driver ever again

The young man defends himself against 

the accusation, and an argument ensues

A couple of minutes later, a couple of 

passengers join the bus. 

Why does 
the old guy 
knock about 
here, in his 

age?

I’ll take a 

seat back 

there, to have 

a nice nap

I hope he 

doesn’t feel 

like having a 

chat…

What are you 

babbling about? 

I didn’t steal 

anything from 

you!”

Get out, 

now!”

But I…

What the 

hell was that 

supposed to 

mean? 

Oh 

look, 

people!

Why does the 
young guy knock 
about here, in 

his age

I’ll settle here 

in the front so 

that the dandy’s 

snoring doesn’t 

disturb me

You stole 

my wallet, 

bastard!”

Oh, so you’re 

a liar, too? I’ll 

call the police!”

What? Are you 

insane?

 Are 

you happy for 

getting us 

thrown out? 

Finally!

I’ve just 

saved our 

lives!

„…??!!

Hmm, 

something a

bout them 

seems fishy

- 8 - - 9 -

sold: Estonian

sold: German
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Black Lady 

8  

9   

SHe’LL 
WrAP YoU 
ArOUND 

HeR LittLE 
FINGER. 

He HaS 
ThE SEa 

UNDeR HiS 
THUMB. 

Fish Tail

Mermaid

Seduced SailorTerrified Lover

A handsome man with a fish’s tail instead of legs, 

he watches over the sea to make sure everything 

in it is as it should be. You can please him by 

standing on the shore saying how well the sea 

is managed and how everything in it works like 

clockwork – in a loud voice, of course.   

A beautiful woman with a fish’s 

tail who seduces sailors. After 

they fall in love with her, she takes 

them to her underwater realm, 

where they spend the rest of their 

lives as her slaves. 

MErMAiD 
MErMaN 

book parameters: 

Size 230 × 330 mm, 88 pages, 

hardbinding

A World Atlas of 
Ghosts and Friends

illustrated by patrik antczak
written by petra bartíková, štěpánka sekaninová 
and katarína belejová

suitable for

age 6–8

It looks like a dinosaur, but it’s got two extra heads. 
Whoever falls into her clutches must serve at her palace. 
In the evenings, they dance around cocoa beans and boil 
up a pot of super-thick cocoa. Who are they? That’s 
right: the three-headed dragon, the ice queen and the 
cocoa pygmies … Allow us to introduce you to the 
world’s strangest creatures! There have always been 
ghosts and friends, and we can be sure that there always 
will be. Would you like to know what they look like in 
Europe, Asia and other continents? Then read A World 
Atlas of Ghosts and Friends. From the seven  maps in 
this book, you’ll discover which creatures are dangerous 
and which are as meek as lambs. You’ll also learn what 
to expect from them and, if you happen to run into 
them, how to defend yourself. Learn about the ghosts 
and friends of all continents, and overcome your fear!

The Big Books of … suitable for

age 6–8

book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 24 pages  

+ 10 gatefolds, hardbinding,  

glow-in-the dark ink (A Big Book 

of the Dark) or spot UV (A Big Book 

of the Underground, A Big Book of 

Snow and Ice) on cover

People sleep at night. Underground there’s nothing but 
pitch-black soil. No flowers grow under the snow. 
Really? What if things are not as we readers believe 
them to be? The Big Books series shows us what goes 
on in places we can’t see. Night can be a busy time, 
things are livelier underground than we might think, 
and snow can keep things nice and warm. Features of 
the Big Books series include full-page illustrations with 
openable flaps, pages filled with interesting facts and 
charming pictures. The Big Books allow young readers 
to explore places and situations which their parents 
would never allow them to visit alone.   

the big books of …

A Big Book of the 
Underground
illustrated by marta daeuble

written by štěpánka sekaninová

sold: Simplified Chinese, Latvian, 

English for Australia and New Zealand, 

English for UK and USA and Canada, 

Complex Chinese, Russian, Korean

the big books of …

A Big Book of 
the Dark
illustrated by jiří franta

written by helena haraštová

sold: Simplified Chinese, English for 

UK and USA and Canada, Polish, Latvian, 

Complex Chinese, Russian, Korean, 

Greek

the big books of …

A Big Book of  
Snow and Ice 
illustrated by niké papadapulosová

written by štěpánka sekaninová

sold: Simplified Chinese, Latvian, English 

for UK and USA and Canada, Complex 

Chinese, Russian

Opening  

fold-outs

Full page  

illustrations

sold: French, Latvian, Italian
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Book in a Book
book parameters: 

Size 290 × 350 mm. The book contains: 

an Explorer‘s Diary with an adventure 

story and lots of informations about 

ancient Egypt, an Encyclopaedia 

of Egyptian Curiosities, flaps, letter 

envelopes, an original Archaeologist‘s 

Notebook, a plan of a pharaoh‘s tomb 

and an Egyptian alphabet.

book parameters: 

Size 290 × 350 mm. The book contains: a Ship‘s Log with an 

adventure story and lots of informations about pirates, an 

Encyclopaedia of Famous Pirates, flaps, letter envelopes, a proper 

pirate‘s tattoo, a large foldout map and a magic amulet.

illustrated by lukáš fibrich, jan smolík
written by štěpánka sekaninová

age 6–8

book in a book

Journey to the 
Treasure Island

book in a book

On the Trail of the 
Sacred Scarab

Discover this outstanding series of large-format 
children’s books. Each book contains a number of great 
inserts - including diaries, letter envelopes, a mini-
encyclopaedia, a map, a diagram, an amulet, a proper 
pirate’s tattoo, an archaeologist’s notebook and an 
Egyptian alphabet - that instantly draw the reader into 

the action. Let’s go on an adventure!

suitable for

our world of adventure

Delicacies From 
Around the World 
with Chef Vincent
sold: Estonian, Polish, Simplified 

Chinese, Complex Chinese,  

Spanish for LA, Spanish for  

Europe

our world of adventure

Adventures 
around the World 
with Lily
sold: Estonian, Simplified Chinese, 

Greek, Italian, Spanish for LA, Spanish 

for Europe

The world around us is filled with interesting places, 
some a little dangerous, some beautiful and some 
surprising. The world around us is filled with sweet, 
salty, bitter, sour and subtle tastes, not all of which are 
good. The world around us smells of sea, glitters with 
snow and blooms with wild, lush vegetation. There is 
always something to discover when we travel, as the Our 
World of Adventure book series shows. In six richly 
illustrated foldout maps, the reader will travel the length 
and breadth of the Blue Planet, learn lots of new things 
and delight in the splendid, humorous pictures.  

Our World of 
Adventure
book parameters: 

Size 257 × 228 mm, widespreaded 

514 × 456 mm, 8 spreads with 

gatefold + booklets, hardbinding

suitable for

age 6–8

illustrated by jakub cenkl
written by štěpánka sekaninová 
and helena haraštová

Poor grasshopper……it almost managed to jump out of my 

plate. Just kidding, it was already roasted. 

But let’s be serious for a moment – Africans 

know that insect is the food of the future as 

it’s full of valuable substances. No wonder 

that the chef topped my meat balls with it. 

Surely, you’re familiar with meat balls back 

from Europe, right? Well, they’re popular 

in Africa, too. One recipe calls them kanda 

ti nyma. The balls are poured over with 

a peanut sauce. Dig in!

Falafel for pharaohI was treated to falafel In the land 
of pyramids – traditional fried 
chickpea balls, served with pita 
and a yoghurt sauce. Yummy! 
But the honor of being Egypt’s 
national meal goes to so-called 
foul. You don’t know what it is? 
I had no idea either. It’s beans 
with lemon, baked in bread – first 
aid provided to any hungry 
person at every corner. Grilled 
chicken – fraakh mashwi – has 
been loved by Egyptians for 
centuries. I also enjoyed dates and 
all kinds of spices. I’ll definitely be 
back someday.

Corn in the leadI’ve sampled and learned to cook both ugali 

and antelope meat. Ugali is a simple, filling 

dish made from corn – basically a corn 

flour porridge. It can be eaten separately, 

or with a piece of roast meat. In Africa, corn 

is prepared in many ways – for example, it’s 

popular with a coconut sauce as there’s no 

lack of coconuts around here.

AFRICA
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Papaya
Africa is a home to a whole host of fruits 

and vegetables apart from bananas, 

citruses, and pineapples. Take papaya, for 

example. It’s sweet, fragrant, delicious, and 

full of important vitamins. Christopher 

Columbus, the famous seafarer allegedly 

called it the fruit of angels. He might 

have had a point.

PotjiekosTo prepare a genuine South-African 

dish that will taste of the local sun, 

you need a special cast-iron pot 

with three feet. Hang it above fire 

and put chopped carrots, meat, 

pumpkin, cauliflower, potatoes, 

local herbs and spices into the 

pot. Cover with a lid and forget 

about the pot for a couple of 

hours. You don’t even have to stir 

the contents! Once the waiting 

is over, take a taste; I guarantee 

that potjiekos will stay in 

your memory. Matoke or bananas? Don’t think this is just some sweet fruit to have as 

a snack. Matoke – a special, starchy banana variety 

– must always be cooked. You pluck matokes while 

they’re still unripe, peel, boil, then squash them into 

a thick mash, and voilá! A perfect side dish 
 

matokes are boiled unpe
peel 

West AfricaPeople in Africa eat pretty much anything 

that grows, leaps, flies, or swims. No wonder, 

then, that you can get cassava fufu balls here, 

served with a pretty hot sauce, with a frog 

peeking out of it. Personally, I fell in love with 

the traditional African jollof – a perfect mix of 

rice, meat, tomatoes, and peppers.
Horned melonDon’t be afraid – it isn’t the devil, just kiwano. It’s 

called horned melon or African horned cucumber. 

When you try this vegetable, you’ll learn that it’s 

basically seeds in a greenish jelly. It tastes of melon 

and kiwi. Africans eat kiwano with meat or put it in 

various salads. It’s also great with yoghurt!

BananasThe one thing I really enjoyed about Africa 

the most was bananas – baked, boiled, grilled, 

dried, or as fresh as possible. They grow 

everywhere around here, taste great, and 

there’s many kinds of them. Did you know that 

apart from yellow bananas there are also 

red or apple ones?
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Wise baobabsAfricans are used to eating pretty 

much anything. To this day, 
Bushmen fest on all fruits that 

grow and ripen around them, on 

tubers and plant roots, various 

kinds of nuts, or invertebrates. 

Fruits of baobabs – trees with 

trunks so thick you simply can’t 

miss them – are considered 
medicinal and full of vitamins. 

You either consume them raw, or 

grind flour out of them and use 

it to make baked goods or cook 

a thick porridge.

6.
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Time Traveller

This series guides readers 
through the past and enables 
them to travel back and forth in 
time. All they have to do is 
choose a passage and read about 
the epoch they want to explore. 
Children can learn about the 
greatest inventions of all times 
or about the fascinating 
prehistoric era. Format of this 
series is entertaining and well as 
informative and readers will 
have a lots of fun while 
exploring these titles. Let’s 
travel through time and peep 
into the history!

illustrated by jan klimeš
written by oldřich růžička, silvie sanža

book parameters: 

Size 235 × 260 mm, 40 pages,  

hardbinding

time traveller

Prehistory
sold: English, Simplified Chinese, 

Hungarian, Russian, Turkish, 

Vietnamese, Greek

time traveller

Inventions
sold: English, Simplified Chinese, 

Russian, Turkish, Greek, Hunagarian, 

Vietnamese, Thai, Finnish

suitable for

age 6–8

When I Grow Up, 
I’ll Become

suitable for

age 6–8

when i grow up, i’ll become

What’s Your 
Craft?
sold: Serbian, Russian, Ukrainian, 

Slovene, Simplified Chinese, 

Lithuanian

book parameters: 

Size 215 × 280 mm, 72 pages,

hardbinding

illustrated by milan starý
written by silvie sanža, petra bartíková, hana vašková

when i grow up, i’ll become

What’s Your Job?
sold: Hungarian, Lithuanian, Polish, 

Russian, Serbian, Sorbian, Ukrainian, 

Bulgarian, Korean, English for UK and 

USA, French, Dutch, German, Slovene, 

Mongolian, Simplified Chinese, 

Complex Chinese

Imagine a world without people able 
to do skilled work with their hands. 
How on earth would we manage 
without their expertise? We’d lack so 
many things that we use every day – 
things we can’t imagine being 
without, such as shoes, clothes, books, 
rucksacks, toys, tables, chairs and 
dishes. What if we had no one to 
paint our homes, bake our bread, 
produce our honey or make belts for 
our trousers? What a mess we’d be in! 
Quite simply, practitioners of trades 
and crafts are indispensable. When 
we need them, they help us – and 
that’s the best thing of all. Only they 
know how to get things done!

book parameters: 

Size 250 × 250 mm + model of 

anthill/beehive (11 board panels 

with flaps) + encyclopedia  

(12 pages), hardbinding

Various creatures have found their homes here from 
small and at first sight almost invisible ants, to 
wood-destroying beetles and busy bees up to diverse 
kinds of climbing trees and rodents and finally even 
genuine giants, such as majestic wolves and bears. All 
this in an attractive 3D package modelled as an animal 
dwelling. The ‘How Animals Live’ series entertains and 
fascinates. As readers play, laugh at the amusing 
captions and study the many brilliant illustrations, they 
don’t realize how much they are learning. The ‘How 
Animals Live’ series doesn’t look like what it is, an 
encyclopaedia; it looks like a real beehive, a real anthill, 
real dens and burrows and of course real tree hollows. 
This encyclopaedia takes eager readers right to the 
heart of the matter. How could education possibly be 
any more fun?

How Animals Live

illustrated by 
tomáš tůma
written by 
jitka petřeková

how animals live

Anthill
sold: Italian, Korean, Simplified 

Chinese, Complex Chinese, Estonian, 

Slovene, Russian

how animals live

In Burrows and 
Dens
sold: Simplified Chinese, Estonian, 

Lithuanian, Korean

how animals live

In the Tree  
Hollows
sold: Simplified Chinese, Estonian, 

Korean

how animals live

Beehive
sold:  Italian, Simplified Chinese, 

Complex Chinese, Estonian, Slovene, 

Russian	

suitable for

book parameters: 

Size 250 × 250 mm, 6 board panels with flaps + encyclopedia (18 pages), 

hardbinding

illustrated by 
ilona komárková 
written by 
markéta špačková

illustrated by 
ekaterina kolesnikova 
written by
markéta špačková

age 6–8
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Heal the Body
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Ukrainian, 

Mongolian

A Year in the 
Woods
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, French for 

Europe, Russian, 

Bulgarian, Italian, 

Polish, Slovene, 

Estonian

A Year in the 
Garden
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, French for 

Europe, Russian, 

Bulgarian, Italian, 

Lithuanian, Polish, 

Slovene

Save the 
Planet
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Maltese, 

Mongolian

More books suitable 
for age 6–8 & 9–12

mission

a year in nature

a nature  
lover’s guide

history

Choose a Pet 
… and Learn 
to Care for It
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Finnish, 

Greek, Portuguese 

for Europe, Complex 

Chinese

Across 
7 Continents
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Greek, 

Italian, Russian

Animals  
of the World
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Greek, 

Italian, Russian

Fashion 
History
sold: Complex 

Chinese, English, 

French, Korean, 

Polish, Bulgarian, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Lithuanian, Russian, 

Slovene, Croatian

History of  
Warriors
sold: Polish, Russian, 

Slovene, Bulgarian, 

Ukrainian

Choose a Plant …  
and Learn to 
Care for It
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Greek, 

Portuguese for Europe, 

Complex Chinese
the story of  

children around 
the world

yesterday & today

a great train of 
adventure

Home
sold: Dutch, 

Simplified Chinese, 

Russian, Complex 

Chinese, Ukrainian

Town
sold: Dutch, 

Spanish, Simplified 

Chinese, Russian, 

Complex Chinese, 

Ukrainian

The Story of 
the Car
sold: Complex 

Chinese, Polish, 

Russian, Simplified 

Chinese, Ukrainian, 

Bulgarian, Italian, 

French, Korean for 

Korea, Lithuanian, 

Turkish

The Story of 
the Aeroplane
sold: Simplified 

Chinese, Bulgarian, 

Russian, Ukrainian, 

Turkish

How Children 
Live around 
the World
sold: Russian, 

Slovene, Simplified 

Chinese, Korean, 

French for Europe, 

German, Italian, 

Romanian

How Children 
Celebrate 
Holidays 
around the 
World
sold: Russian, 

Slovene, Simplified 

Chinese, French for 

Europe, German

Christmas 
around the 
World
sold: Russian, 

Slovene, Simplified 

Chinese, Korean, 

Greek, French for 

Europe, Romanian
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